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Education and Social Change 


in Tropical Areas 
MARGARET READ 


The application of social anthropology to educational 
problems is the theme of these essays by Professor Read, 
Head of the Departme nt of Education in Tropical Areas, 
University of London. 8s 6d 


The Value Judgement 
W. D. LAMONT 


[he author is primarily concerned with the question, 
‘What is the nature of the mental activity in which 
we attribute goodness or value to things? ’ In his 

attempt to construct a theory of valuation, Dr. Lamont 

is forced to conclude that certain of the basic laws of 
economics will not bear logical analysis. 

Edinburgh University Press 26s 


Gesta Stephani 
edited by K. R. POTTER 


[he recent discovery of another and much fuller MS. 
at Valenciennes makes this the most significant account 
of the reign of King Stephen. One two-page map. 
Nelson’s Medieval Texts 2os 


Historia Novella 
edited by K. R. POTTER 


This companion volume to the above, from a MS. by 
William of Malmesbury, takes the opposite point of view 

that of Matilda—in the Civil War. In both books the 
English version faces the Latin original. One two-page 
map. Nelsons’ Medieval Texts 20s 
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REBECCA WEST 


A Train of Powder 


The Nuremberg Trials, the Setty-Hume murder case, and other 
recent instances of crisis. ‘ Indisputably the world’s No. 1 woman 


writer.—Time. Book Society Recommend. Daily Mail Book of 


the Month. 2\s. 


HARRISON SALISBURY 


Stalin’s Russia and After 


The author was Moscow correspondent of the New York Times. 
For his articles in that paper, on which this book is based, he was 
awarded a Pulitzer Prize. Illustrated. 21s. 


J. F. MACDONALD 


Zambesi River 


A geographical, social and historical study of animal and vegetable 
life along the banks of the Zambesi. 8 magnificent plates. 18s. 


* 


MARGARET KENNEDY 
The Oracles 


A witty and spirited novel, with a contemporary provincial back- 
ground, by the author of The Constant Nymph. Book Society 
Recommend. 12s. 6d. 


RUPERT CROFT-COOKE 
Fall of Man 


This novel about a painter who sticks to his principles though they 
bring him to disaster ranges from London in the 1930’s to Norfolk 
after the war. 12s. 6d. 
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A brilliant new book for the motorist from Newnes— 


MOTORISTS’ 


COMPANION 
ON THE 


HIGHWAYS 
OF 


ENGLAND 














Christopher Trent 





The ideal presentation volume for every motorist. 


Christopher Trent’s gallery of photographs alone is a complete cross- 
section of the scenic pleasures of motoring in England. He succeeds in 
imbuing mere geographical descriptions with a warm enthusiasm and both 
in his text and pictures he captures that subtle atmosphere which makes 
each corner of England so different from all the rest. 


Mr. Trent brings out the full flavour of each mile, confining himself 
to those roads which motorists will use most often. His aim is to give 
the routine traveller or holiday tourist the maximum relish in his driving. 


Some of the roads described are: 


The North Road The Marcher Road 
Roads to the Sussex Coast The Pennine Ways 
Road to the Lakes Border Roads 


East Anglian Ways 
In addition to the text this book is beautifully illustrated with 32 half-tones 


From all booksellers 


15s. net NEWNES__. 
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A GREAT AND STIRRING STORY 


MAN OF 
EVEREST 


The autobiography of TENZING 
told to JAMES RAMSEY ULLMAN 
The full, official life-story of the Sherpa 
whose name has become a legend all 
over the world. A work of the first 
importance. 36 pp. of illustrations, in- 
cluding 4 pp. in colour. 18/- 
* Recommended by Book Society 


The History of the 
ENGLISH 


PUPPET THEATRE 
GEORGE SPEAIGHT 


A scholarly and entertaining book, the 
fruits of a lifetime’s study and practical 
experience in this field. 

Very fully illustrated. 25/- 


* Recommended by Book Society 


The Fight for 
THE ASHES 


A. G. MOYES 


A critical account of the English tour in 
Australia. With 10 pp. of Statistics and 
22 illustrations in half-tone. 15/- 


Frank Sedgman’s 


WINNING TENNIS 


In this book one of the world’s leading 
players gives a comprehensive survey of 
tennis technique. Fully illustrated. 15/- 


Recommended Fiction 


The Pride of the Peacock 


RUTH CHATTERTON 


An engaging new novel by the author of 
“ Homeward Borne” & “ The ere 
12/6 
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THE NARROW 
SMILE 


Peter Mayne 


‘THE CRETAN 
RUNNER 
George Psychoundakis 


BAVARIAN 
FANTASY 


Desmond 
Chapman-Huston 














THE DESPERATE ART 
John Rosenberg 


This talented young author’s first novel introduces the reader to a 
distinguished style of writing, unusual yet not eccentric, vivid and 
economic in use of words to achieve full effect. He has chosen a 
story of love and betrayal, transforming the characters, the situations 
and conclusion by the originality of his writing and viewpoint. 

12s. 6d. net 


THE REWARD 
Michael Barrett 


The Argentinian desert is the background to this first novel concern- 
ing the quest for the reward a man’s body will bring. The setting 
reflects the sterility of the endeavour, and Mr. Barrett possesses 
disturbing power of turbulence and imagination. 

10s. 6d. net 


SHAKA ZULU 
The Rise of the Zulu Empire 
E. A, Ritter 


The astonishing career of Shaka, the Zulu Caesar described in full 
detail by an author who was reared among the Zulus, learning their 
word-of-mouth history and legend in intricate detail. This early 
knowledge was later supplemented by Mr. Ritter’s researches and 
his intense personal study of the Zulu rites and traditions. 

215. net 


THE LIVING EARTH 
Sheila Mackay Russell 


Mrs. Russell has already established herself as a writer with A Lamp 
is Heavy. She now makes her debut as a novelist with this story of 
a nurse's emotional and physical experiences in a remote Canadian 
community. 

12s. 6d. net 
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ENGLISH FICTION : 1951-1954 





WALTER ALLEN 
I 


FOUR years ago in these pages I attempted a survey of the fiction published 
in Britain during the decade of the ’Forties. Since then, since the end of 
1950, something like twelve to fifteen thousand more novels and books of 
short stories have been published in Britain, and it is again my task to pick 
out, to the best of my ability, those most worthy of remembering and 
re-reading. An impossible task? In any absolute sense, yes. No one has read 
all the novels, and though they might agree on the half dozen best I suppose 
no two critics would agree on the composition of the first fifty. Yet, in 
fact, the task is not so impossible as it seems at first glance. The word ‘novel’ 
has always been a blanket term, covering everything in fiction from the 
cheapest of crude thrillers and sentimental love stories to War and Peace. 
The great bulk of novels have always been ephemeral and their authors 
have not meant them to be otherwise. So at any time the number of novels 
being published that warrant serious attention is relatively very small, and 
by the time they reach the intelligent reader they have been pretty carefully 
sifted. For the number of publishers that put out serious fiction is itself small. 
It may be as large as forty, though for the most part the publication of good 
novels is concentrated in the hands of perhaps twenty very well-known 
houses. The fact that a new novel bears the imprint of one of these does not 
of course mean that it is necessarily of any merit or even that it will be 
reviewed in the Press; but one can say that the imprint alone will be enough 
to make certain it is looked at by literary editors. Whether they think it 
worth while to call their reviewers’ attention to it is another matter, but it 
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may be observed that though a novel of serious intention and some achieve- 
ment may be missed by the fiction reviewers of one paper it is very unlikely 
it will go unnoticed in all the dozen or so papers that make literary opinion 
in Britain. 

In other words, the chances against any novel of merit being lost in the 
flood of fiction pouring out each year are great. In practice, there are constant 
checks and double-checks against this happening, and they are none the 
less effective for being informal. The literary world, even in Britain, is a 
small one; for the most part publishers, authors and critics exist on friendly 
terms one with another; and news of any new talent exciting in the slightest 
degree circulates very rapidly. The basis of choice, then, is not nearly so wide 
as the statistics of book publishing might suggest. My choice here has been 
governed by the criteria of solid achievement in the case of established 
novelists and of promise for the future in that of the younger. 


I ended my survey of the fiction of the "Forties by saying that the decade 
had been dominated by a relatively few novelists all well known before the 
war. Even in 1950 we had not recovered in our fiction from the effects of 
the war. This was made plain in 1951 when, after some years of silence, the 
most ferocious satirist of our time, Wyndham Lewis, returned to fiction with 
a collection of short stories, Rotting Hill (Methuen, 14s.), in which his view of 
the present state of England was scathingly expressed. There also appeared 
Anthony Powell’s A Question of Upbringing (Heinemann, 9s. 6d.; cheap 
edition §s.), his first novel for more than ten years and a work quite different 
from those that had made his reputation before the war as a satirist akin in 
manner to Evelyn Waugh. As his A Buyer’s Market (Heinemann, 12s. 6d.; 
cheap edition, 6s.), which came out in 1952, showed, A Question of Up- 
bringing was the first of what is to be a series of related novels in which the 
author surveys the character of an epoch by following through their lives 
from schooldays onwards a handful of contrasted members of the upper 
middle class. These first two novels of the series are told reflectively, with 
much wit and a subtlety that owes something to Proust, by a narrator who 
plainly has much in common with his author. If the standard of these first 
two novels is kept up, the whole work will almost certainly be one of the 
outstanding pieces of fiction of our time. 


Another novel to appear in 1951 from an author who had published 
nothing in the form since before the war, though he had written some 
splendid short stories, was V. S. Pritchett’s Mr. Beluncle (Chatto & Windus, 
12s. 6d.), a comic novel written from brilliant observation and with relish 
and a real imaginative sympathy of lower middle class life on what might 
be called the lunatic fringe of English religious nonconformity. If Mr. 
Pritchett is one of the chief spokesmen for the nonconformist mind in writing 
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today, the leading exponent of Catholicism in our fiction is Graham Greene, 
whose The End of the Affair (Heinemann, tos. 6d.) was often criticised 
because, for the first time in his work, it seemed that the intrusion of his 
own beliefs prevented a novel of his from being generally acceptable. 
Another novelist much concerned with evil—and with goodness—is L. P. 
Hartley, whose My Fellow Devils (Barrie, 12s. 6d.) was an ambitious attempt 
to show the devil in modern form—as a famous film star—at first succumbed 
to and then finally resisted and overthrown. 


C. P. Snow, continuing the series of novels recording the life and ex- 
periences of his narrator Lewis Eliot and through him presenting a panorama 
of mid-century life in terms of the professional classes, wrote what is 
probably his finest work as yet in The Masters (Macmillan, 12s. 6d.; uniform 
edition, 8s. 6d.), a most impressive study of politics in action shown in the 
microcosm of a Cambridge college the dons of which have to elect a new 
master. 


That remarkable writer I. Compton-Burnett delighted her admirers with 
Darkness and Day (Gollancz, tos. 6d.); and other distinguished novelists 
from whom new work appeared during the year were: Charles Morgan, 
with A Breeze of Morning (Macmillan, tos. 6d.); J. B. Priestley, with Festival 
at Farbridge (Heinemann, 15s.; cheap edition, 6s.), a return to something of 
the manner of The Good Companions; Hester Chapman, with Ever Thine 
(Cape, 15s.); and Nigel Balchin, with A Way Through the Wood (Collins, 
10s. 6d.; cheap edition, 6s.). 


Three younger novelists increased their reputations: Emyr Humphreys, 
with A Change of Heart (Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s. 6d.), a beautifully 
composed study of a sensitive and intelligent young man’s coming to terms 
with life in the milieu of a Welsh university college; William Sansom, with 
The Face of Innocence (Hogarth Press, 12s. 6d.); and Olivia Manning, with 
School for Love (Heinemann, 10s. 6d.; cheap edition, 4s. 6d.), a comedy of 
life in war-time Jerusalem seen through the eyes of an English boy stranded 
there. 


Of the many first novels of the year the two most outstanding were 
probably Gerald Hanley’s The Consul at Sunset (Collins, 9s. 6d.; cheap 
edition, 6s.) and Walter Baxter’s Look Down in Mercy (Heinemann, 12s. 6d.). 
The former showed that a new novelist fully equipped to interpret colonial 
Africa, with an almost Kipling-like directness, had arrived. Mr. Baxter’s 
novel was a thoroughly unrelenting study of the degeneration of a young 
British officer during the Burma campaign, degeneration proceeding not 
from intrinsic viciousness in him but from the lack of any religious belief 
or moral code beyond the conventional to guide him through experiences 
for which nothing in his peace-time life had prepared him. 
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1952 was largely dominated by comedy and satire. A novelist silent for too 
long, William Plomer, wrote in Museum Pieces (Cape, 12s.6d.), a brilliant and 
affectionately funny study of a man displaced by the age in which he lives. 
In Men at Arms (Chapman & Hall, 15s.), the first of a related series of novels 
of the war, Evelyn Waugh produced a comic character in Apthorpe 
comparable to his immortal Captain Grimes of more than twenty years ago. 
Henry Green gave us Doting (Hogarth Press, 11s. 6d.), a most entertaining 
dramatisation, against a background of upper-class London of the present 
day, of the state expressed in the characteristic title. Comedy of a very 
different kind, farcical, Rabelaisian, suggesting both the Marx Brothers and 
surrealism and yet intensely Welsh, appeared in Now Lead Us Home, by 
Gwyn Thomas (Gollancz, 12s. 6d.). In The Struggles of Albert Woods (Cape, 
12s. 6d.), William Cooper recorded, in a manner reminiscent of the early 
Wells, the rise in the social scale of a young scientist from the working class. 


Similarly, the most ambitious and widely discussed first novel of the 
year, Hemlock and After (Secker & Warburg, 12s. 6d.), was the work of a 
writer known for his satirical short stories, Angus Wilson. In some ways a 
parable of the liberal mind and its fate, Hemlock and After shocked many by 
its determined acceptance of the part played by homosexuality and other 
sexual abnormalities in modern society. Some critics found it muddled 
in feeling, but its courage and power and angry relentless honesty were 
obvious. 


Comedy and satire were also part of the scheme of The Inmates (Mac- 
donald, 12s. 6d.), by J. C. Powys, a veteran novelist whose exact stature is 
still very much in dispute among reviewers: some see him as a writer of a 
Dostoievsky-like vision and intensity; others as the possessor of remarkable 
and bizarre talent for mysticism in the derogatory sense of the word. And 
comedy, of course, entered into Joyce Cary’s Prisoner of Grace (Michael 
Joseph, 12s. 6d.; uniform edition, 10s. 6d.), though there was much else as 
well, the whole making a most striking analysis of the nature of a demagogic 
politician, a man of native power described by the ex-wife who is still 
reluctantly in thrall to him. Another most distinguished work by one of 
our best writers was The Closed Harbour (Macdonald, 12s. 6d.), in which 
James Hanley once again displayed his poetic insight into the mystique of 
sailors and the sea. 


A very highly-praised historical novel was H. F. M. Prescott’s The Man 
on a Donkey (Eyre & Spottiswoode, 2 vols. 25s.; one-volume edition, r5s.), 
a chronicle of the reign of King Henry VIII recreated with great literary 
imagination and genuine scholarship. C. S. Forester wrote a further instal- 
ment of his saga of Nelson’s navy in Lieutenant Hornblower (Michael Joseph, 
10s. 6d.; Mermaid Series, 4s. 6d.), a work which brought increasing recogni- 
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tion of the fact that its author is not only deservedly a most popular writer 
but also—which his popularity has sometimes obscured—a novelist of 
remarkable achievement. 


Four of the younger novelists added to their stature with fine novels 
during the year: Doris Lessing wrote Martha Quest (Michael Joseph, 12s. 6d.), 
the story of life through adolescence to young womanhood in Africa told 
with a thoroughness and sobriety that reminded some of George Eliot; 
P. H. Newby in A Step to Silence (Cape, 12s. 6d.) published a complex study 
—complex because of the overtones of poetry and symbolism—of personal 
relations in a teachers’ training college just before the war; Emyr Humphreys 
in Hear and Forgive (Gollancz, 12s. 6d.; cheap edition, 4s. 6d.) wrote a study 
in conscience at work in his young hero, a master in a London secondary 
school, a scene excellently evoked; moral crisis, this time that of an 
Englishman visiting Paris on business, was the theme, too, of J. D. Scott’s 
The Way to Glory (Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s. 6d.). 


A highly promising first novel by a very young novelist was Thomas 
Hinde’s Mr. Nicholas (MacGibbon & Kee, 12s. 6d.), a beautifully written 
and observed study of a family tyrant set in what has become known as 
the ‘Betjeman country’ and treated with something of the coolness and 
underplayed irony of Christopher Isherwood’s early work; a novel, too, 
in which one part of the rapidly changing scene of post-war England was 


faithfully mirrored. 


Walter Allen, novelist, critic and broadcaster, is the author of The English Novel: a Short Critical 
History (1954). His novels include Blind Man’s Ditch (1939), Rogue Elephant (1946) and Dead Man 
Over All (1950). He is also the author of a critical study, Arnold Bennett (1948). He reviews 
regularly in the New Statesman and Nation. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 

Bibliographies 

THE CAREER OF SAMUEL BUTLER (1835-1902). A Bibliography. 

Stanley B. Harkness. Bodley Head, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 154 pages. 

To Butler, largely neglected in his lifetime, immortality was posthumous fame in the 
minds ‘of living men’. His hope was realised: this enumerative bibliography lists 
hundreds (items are not numbered) of books and articles on him, and editions of books 
by him, published since Shaw’s resounding eulogy in 1906. The canon listed includes 
books, contributions to periodicals including letters, chief paintings and sketches, 
music, and translations. Work on Butler includes books and articles devoted to him, 
mention in books and articles, and reviews. There is generous repetition of items under 
different heads, and useful annotation. More consistent use of chronological order 


would have been preferable, though the alphabetical arrangement in some sections 
has certain advantages. (o12) 


GARRISON AND MORTON’S MEDICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
An Annotated Check-list of Texts illustrating the History of Medicine. 
Leslie T. Morton. 2nd edition. Grafton, 105s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 670 pages. Indexes. 

Existing entries in this useful bibliography have been carefully revised and over one 

thousand new items have been added: the book therefore includes references to 

outstanding recent advances and discoveries in medicine. The bibliography is in 
classified form and under each heading the titles are arranged chronologically. To 
each entry is appended an annotation indicating its significance. There are also full 
indexes of personal names and subjects. The list, of course, is selective, as was the 

Check-list of Fielding H. Garrison on which it is based and of which over 3,800 

entries have been retained, but it endeavours to bring together in convenient form 

references to the most important contributions to the literature of medicine and its 

ancillary sciences. (016-61) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


THE TECHNIQUE OF PSYCHO-ANALYSIS. Edward Glover. 
Baillicre, 35s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 414 pages. Index. 
Dr. Glover (a schismatic from the dominant English school of Freudian analysis) has 
revised a book first published in 1928 and combined it with An Investigation of the 
Technique of Psycho-analysis (1940) and additional material to present in this volume 
an authoritative account of the practices of psycho-analysis and the processes believed 
to occur during analysis. The book is written for psycho-analysts and others with 
serious technical interests. It is dogmatic, often amusingly aggressive though some- 
times needlessly obscure, and is likely to live for many years as the classic attempt 
at a stringent distinction of pure psycho-analytic technique from other forms of 
psycho-therapy. (131-34) 











RELIGION 
PRINCIPLES AND PROBLEMS OF BIBLICAL TRANSLATION. 
Some Reformation Controversies and their Background. W. Schwarz. 
Cambridge University Press, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 240 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 
The art of translation in general and of Bible translation in particular, as Professor 
Dodd observes in a foreword, gives rise to a spate of problems. Should the words of 
the original texts be literally rendered or should the translator express what he takes 
to be the meaning of the text in modern terms even if this involves discardi 
phraseology of high theological significance: Dr. Scharwz, in this lucid, learned and 
netrating study, shows that the inter-relation of literary and religious values became 
uminous in the sixteenth century although the main issue was raised in the con- 
troversy between Jerome and Augustine and may indeed be traced back to the 
first century A.D. The work of the pioneers of modern exegesis—Reuchlin, Erasmus, 
Luther—are discussed in detail in a volume which is especially valuable in view of the 
host of new biblical translations in recent years. (220-6) 


FORTITUDE AND TEMPERANCE. Josef Pieper. Translated from 

the German by Daniel F. Coogan. Faber, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 142 pages. Notes. 
This little treatise, the third by the author to appear in English, is concerned with 
the analysis of the four Christian virtues which, if duly practised, make up man’s 
personal ‘intactness’ or integritas. In addition to the two forming the title, the other 
cardinal virtues are prudence and justice. Pieper’s analysis is deliberately and 
exclusively Thomistic. Indeed, his book bears a striking resemblance to the early 
works of Jacques Maritain. Pieper may well become for the post-war generation as 
influential an interpreter of Thomism as Maritain was for the youth of the twenties 
and thirties. His book is an intellectual tonic, and a reasonable one at that. (241) 


CONSCIENCE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. A study of Syneidesis 
in the New Testament, in the light of its sources, and with particular reference 
to St. Paul, with some observations regarding its pastoral relevance today. 
C. A. Pierce. S.C.M. Press, 8s.6d. 1955. 21°5 cm. 152 pages. Indexes. Paper 
covers. (Studies in Biblical Theology) 

In this erudite and comprehensive discussion, the author shows that “conscience” was 

introduced into Christianity by St. Paul, although the notion is found in the Greek 

and Latin world. He examines the use of the word outside the New Testament and 
then proceeds to analyse its meaning in the Pauline writings with reference to the 
concepts of wrath, faith and atonement. It is contended that in the New Testament 
conscience signifies the painful consciousness of sin and that it refers not to judgment 
of human actions in general but to the past acts of a man’s own self alone. (241) 


HYMNS AND THE FAITH. Erik Routley. Murray, 21s. 1955. 22m. 
324 pages. 
This book is an admirable commentary on a series of popular hymns written with 
a view to elucidating their meaning and relating it to traditional Christian beliefs. 
The author bases his selection on an investigation undertaken by him in 1951 in order 
to discover which hymns were most frequently sung in English Protestantism. He 
was led to conclude from his inquiries that the best hymns are not necessarily those 
which hardly anyone knows and that the favourites provide a clear picture of the 
cardinal doctrines of the Christian Faith. All who are interested in hymnology will 
welcome this illuminating exposition. (245°2) 
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THE IMAGERY OF BRITISH CHURCHES. M. D. Anderson, 
Murray, 258. 1955. 22-5 cm. 240 pages. 45 photographs. 9 illustrations in text. 
Notes. Bibliography. Index. 

Miss M. D. Anderson, whose books on medieval carving are well known, has 

compiled a fascinating book for the intelligent layman on the interpretation of 

medieval imagery and symbolism as it appears in the stained glass, roof bosses, wall 
paintings, misericord seats, tombs and pews of British churches. Despite iconoclasm 
in the 16th-17th century, neglect in the 18th, and injudicious restoration in the 19th, 
nearly every medieval church preserves some decorative feature from its early days. 

Such features were seldom purely ‘decorative’, but their meaning is largely lost toda 

when new mental attitudes have superseded the medieval approach which saw mf 

things created as symbols of a supernatural order. Into this world of symbolism and 

‘picture-language’, where the chief actors are Biblical figures and the early saints, each 

with his or her appropriate emblem, the author guides the reader, opening many 

doors to the popular understanding of medieval imagery. (246) 


A HISTORY OF WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
The Baird Lectures, 1952-53. William D. Maxwell. Oxford University Press, 
1§s. 1955. 20cm. 198 pages. Index. 

The author gives a comprehensive, reliable and discerning account of the history of 

corporate worship in the Church of Scotland from the earliest times to the present 

day. Beginning with the early worship of Celts and Scots, he passes to medieval forms 
of worship and then examines in some detail the changes effected by the Reformation 
and its aftermath. He shows that the contemporary liturgical movement in Scotland 
is concerned to remain loyal to the Reformation, to preserve the elements of perma- 
nent value in traditional worship while recognising the place of the Church of 
Scotland in the Universal Church. (264-05) 


THE BLUE TRIANGLE. Julian Duguid. Hodder & Stoughton, 10s.6d. 1955. 
21 cm. 192 pages. 
The Young Women’s Christian Association celebrates its centenary year in 1955 and 
this volume is a private and personal tribute. While it is not intended to be an official 
history, it succeeds in providing an impressive account of the outstanding contribution 
to religious and social progress made by women of the Y.W.C.A. during the past 
hundred years. It gives a picture of the battle in which they engaged in different parts 
of the world for women’s rights, of the attempts made to ease racial tension in West 
Africa, and of the part played by the British Y.W.C.A. during the Second World 
War and in the post-war period. (267-5) 


THE EXTERNALS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. A Handbook 
of Catholic Usage. John F. Sullivan. Longmans, 18s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 414 pages. 
Illustrations. Index. 

A handbook of Catholic usage originally published in America in 1917 and now 

presented to British readers in a completely revised considerably rewritten edition 

prepared by Father O'Leary. The nature of the government, worship and sacraments 
of the Roman Church are here explained with commendable clarity, and there are 
chapters dealing with the liturgical year, the sacramentals (Holy Water, Vestments, 
the Rosary, etc.), devotions and liturgical books. The handbook should prove useful 
to the Catholic layman and to any who are interested in the externals of Roman 
Catholicism. (282) 
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THE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. Cyril Garbett. 
sth edition, condensed and re-set. Hodder & Stoughton, 4s.6d. 1955. 18-5 cm. 
160 pages. Paper covers. 

While in the present edition four chapters of the original book have been omitted, 

the Archbishop of York considers that all that is essential to his purpose has been 

retained. He is concerned to demonstrate that the Church of England in worship 
and doctrine is scriptural and catholic, that it presents a unique combination of 
authority and freedom, and, by reason of its varied resources, has an unrivalled 
opportunity for the conversion of the English nation. The Archbishop writes with 
clarity and conviction, and these pages with their wise counsel and realistic note 


should make a wide appeal. (283) 


SOUTHWARK STORY. Hlorence Higham. Hodder & Stoughton, 20s. 
19$5. 22cm. 316 pages. 17 illustrations. Map. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. 
Index. 

This book has been written for the celebration in 1955 of the golden jubilee of the 

diocese of Southwark in London and the establishment of the ancient church of 

St. Saviour and St. Mary Overie as its cathedral. St. Saviour’s was a parish church 

for some 360 years before it became a cathedral in 1905, and its varying activities in 

this period as well as its previous history during seven centuries first as a college 
of priests and then as an Augustinian monastery are here recounted in a fascinating 
narrative based upon scholarly research and enriched by some admirable illustrations. 


(283-421) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Sociology 
INDIAN VILLAGE. S. C. Dube. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 262 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Inter- 
national Library of Sociology and Social Reconstruction) 
There has been considerable emphasis in recent years on Indian village life; among the 
many studies on various aspects this is the best and most comprehensive social survey. 
The village, Shamirpet near Hyderabad (where the author is Professor of 
Anthropology in the Osmania University), is studied in great detail. It contained a 
number of the lower castes, and a fair-sized Muslim section in a community 
predominantly Hindu. The data for Professor Dube’s study were gathered by a 
research team from the University, staff and students, with not only anthropologists, 
but agricultural, medical, engineering and educational units contributing. The 
concluding chapter attempts to integrate the scene and to analyse certain fundamental 
motive forces, and points out that village society is not necessarily static and changeless. 
(301-35) 


ENGLISH SOCIAL DIFFERENCES. T. H. Pear. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 
1955. 22cm. 318 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Studies of ‘national character’ usually make vague and unprofitable reading, and the 

student is alternately flattered and infuriated by generalisations for which little factual 

evidence is offered. Recently a more exact and scientific approach to the subject 

has become noticeable, and such studies can be of permanent value. Professor Pear’s 

book comes within this category. He deals with dress, accent, etiquette, food, 
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education, leisure activities, and his account of the ‘mixing’ of classes is of extreme 
interest. What emerges is that the great social revolution in English life has changed 
the intensity of class-feeling but not abolished it. (301-44) 


WEST HIGHLAND SURVEY. An Essay in Human Ecology. Edited by 
F. Fraser Darling. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1955. 24°5cm. 456 pages. 
Frontispiece. 38 diagrams and maps. 71 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Even to those who have little sympathy with Scottish political grievances and 

nationalist aspirations, it has long been obvious that all was not well with Scotland. 

The survey which is the subject of this book does much to illuminate the problem 

and is a helpful contribution towards its solution. It was set up by the Dendeniaen 

Commission in 1944, with Dr. Fraser Darling as Director. The authoritative report 

which he and his collaborators have produced will long remain the definitive 

document for those to whom the ‘problem of Scotland’ is a subject of practical 
interest. It deals with every aspect of life in the area, with population trends, crofting, 
fishing, schools, public health, etc. and is in fact, as its publishers claim, ‘a modern 

Domesday of a region where little detailed factual information has been available 

heretofore’. (309-1) 


Political Science 
THE .BRITISH APPROACH TO POLITICS. Michael Stewart. 
3rd edition. Allen & Unwin, 16s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 314 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
A simply written, practical account of contemporary politics by a member of 
Parliament who is a former scholar of St. John’s College, Oxford and also the author 
of Bias and Education for Democracy and The Forty Hour Week. Besides describing the 
functions of the monarchy, Parliament and the judicature in the government of 
Great Britain, and the organisation of local government, the book touches on the 
governments of the British Commonwealth and the world beyond. It has already 
been warmly recommended as an introductory manual for either the student or the 
general reader. (320-942) 


THE HOUSE OF COMMONS AT WORK. Eric Taylor. Revised 
edition. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18cm. 256 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

The new edition of this popular work by the Clerk of the Committee of Privileges 

of the House of Commons has been completely revised to take account of recent 

changes in parliamentary procedure. The book is designed for the growing body of 
readers, at home and abroad, who want to know something of the way in which the 
business of the House is carried on. Dr. Taylor describes clearly, and with a welcome 
touch of humour, the general rules and procedure, the process of public and private 
legislation, and the functions of committees. His little book is both absorbing and 
useful. (328-42) 


Economics Collectivistic Systems 

POST-KEYNESIAN ECONOMICS. Edited by Kenneth K. Kurihara. 
Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 460 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

In this book, edited by the Assistant Professor of Economics in Rutgers University, 

an attempt is made by a group of economists to build upon the theories put forward 

by the late Lord Keynes in his General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money, 


1033 








The fifteen essays, by Professor Bowen of Williams College, Massachusetts, 
R. C. O. Matthews, Lecturer in Economics in Cambridge University, Paul P. 
Streeten, Lecturer in Economics in Oxford University, Professor Tarshis of Stanford 
University, and other well-known writers, provide new methods of approach to 
individual topics of monetary theory and economic analysis. They will be read with 
interest by advanced students of economics. (330-1) 


AN ECONOMIC HISTORY OF ENGLAND: THE 18TH CENTURY. 
T. S. Ashton. Methuen, 18s. 1955. 22cm. 266 pages. 16 tables. Index. 

This is Professor Ashton’s own contribution to the series of five volumes which he is 
editing, all of them the work of members of the staff of the London School of 
Economics. The volume is admirably suited both to the economist in need of a 
background of historical facts and to the ordinary reader. It deals with the eighteenth 
century growth of population, agriculture, trade, industry and finance, not giving 
undue prominence to any one branch of activity but emphasising the continuity of 
economic life during the period. The book is well illustrated by statistical tables. 

(330-942) 


SWITZERLAND. Economic and Commercial Conditions in Switzerland, 
July, 1954. L. G. Holliday for the Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 130 pages. 
Map. Tables. Paper covers. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

The introductory paragraph, reproduced from the 1951 edition, draws attention to 

such conditioning features of the Swiss economy as geographical seclusion, making 

possible a long period of neutrality; the dearth of natural resources necessitating 
dependence on foreign trade and investment, and the absence of poverty. The present 
edition describes the economic evolution of the country from April, 1951, to March, 

1954, the striking features of which are unbroken prosperity and the absence of 

inflation. Sections of the report are: Finance; Exploitation of Natural Resources; 

Industry; Home Trade; Foreign Trade; Transport and Communications; Social 

Questions; National Organisations; International Organisations. (330-9494) 


THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF AUSTRALIA. A. G. L. Shaw. 
3rd edition. Longmans (Melbourne, Australia, and London), 15s.6d. 1955. 18-5 cm. 
212 pages. Endpaper map. Bibliography. Index. 

First published in 1944, this book has already proved its value as a summary of 

Australian economic history and conditions. The author, a Senior Lecturer in History 

in the University of Sydney, traces major developments from the days of the first 

settlement down to 1954, and provides bibliographies for further reading, as well as 

chronological tables to give perspective to the subjects he discusses. (330-994) 


THE SOCIAL FOUNDATIONS OF WAGE POLICY. A Study of 
Contemporary British Wage and Salary Structure. Barbara Wootton. Allen 
& Unwin, 15s. 1955. 22°$ cm. 200 pages. Index. 

This is an original approach to the theory of wages by a social scientist well known 

as university lecturer and writer, her publications including Testament for Social 

Science and Freedom under Planning. Rejecting the traditional theory of wage determina- 

tion as taking too little account of sociological factors, and arguing that the present 

wage and salary structure is bad from the economic and social standpoint, the author 
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describes the problem as essentially one for the government, which should aim at 
reducing the present inequalities of income. The book, which is easily read, is a 
challenging contribution to a highly controversial subject. (331-2) 


THE STOCK EXCHANGE OFFICIAL YEAR-BOOK, 1955. Vol. L 
Edited by Arthur Francis Benn Cooke. Skinner, 140s. per set of 2 vols. 1955. 
25°§ cm. 1,752 pages. Index. 

The first volume covers the same ground as last year, and the second volume will 

appear in September 1955. The information in the present volume has been revised 

and brought up to date, and consists of a comprehensive list of public companies in 

Great Britain, the Dominions and Colonies, America and other countries, with 

the amount of capital and dividends held by the companies. Vol. II will contain the 

Commercial and Industrial Section, the Mines Section, and the complete index to 

both volumes. A Register of Defunct and other companies removed from the 

Year-book for 1955 will appear also in September. (332-61) 


THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL, 1889-1914. James Joll. 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 18s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 222 pages. 10 illustrations. Bibliography. 
Index. 

It is surprising that this should be the first impartial history of the Second International 

to be written, for the story is a sad and fascinating one. By 1889 Socialism had become 

the dynamic of mass parties in many countries, and no one doubted its international 
character; yet when war broke out in 1914 the workers of the world enthusiastically 
put on uniform and started killing one another—nationalism, after all, was stronger 
than international Socialism, and the dream which had sustained Liebknecht, Rosa 

Luxemburg, Bebel and Jaurés, and nourished decades of congresses, was shattered. 

James Joll’s account of how all this came about is critical but impartial, excellently 

written, and short only because it is concise: it is unlikely to be superseded. 

(335°422) 


THE WEST INDIAN CITRUS INDUSTRY. Report of Fact-finding 
Mission. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 114 pages. 
Paper bound. (Colonial No. 314) 

The purpose of this mission, which was appointed in November last, was to examine 

in particular the costs of orange and grapefruit growing, processing, and marketing, 

and any likely changes in these costs upon the expansion, as planned, of the industry. 

As the facts of each territory differed, the report is presented in sections, Jamaica first, 

since its range of industries is largest, then Trinidad, British Honduras, and Dominica, 

with a special section on limes and lime products. The general conclusions are not 
hopeful; the market has fallen, and West Indian costs are high compared to other 

producer territories. (338-17) 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF THE MINERAL INDUSTRY. 
Production, Exports and Imports, 1948-1952. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 278.6d. 1955. 24°5cm. 360 pages. Tables. Bibliography. (Colonial 
Geological Surveys: Mineral Resources Division) 

Although the statistics in this volume attempt to cover the world, it has not been 

possible to give complete information for some countries, especially those of eastern 

Europe, but in order that world totals may be arrived at, estimates for such countries 
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have been included wherever possible. Tables listing British countries followed by 
foreign countries give statistics in three categories—production, exports and imports 
—under sixty-three headings of minerals or groups of mineral resources. (338-2) 


ENGLAND AND THE SALT TRADE IN THE LATER MIDDLE 
AGES. A. R. Bridbury. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 216 pages. 
2 illustrations. Diagrams. 2 maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
In view of the indispensability of salt in the middle ages, for preserving food and for 
many industrial uses, it is surprising that the salt trade has until now been somewhat 
neglected by economic historians. This well-documented book, by an assistant 
lecturer in economic history at the London School of Economics, deals with a period 
in which France became the principal supplier of salt to the whole of northern 
Europe. The author traces this development, from original sources, and concludes 
by describing the organisation and distribution of the salt trade in England during 
the 14th and 15th centuries. (338-27) 


Law 


HUMAN FOLLY. To Disarm or Perish? Jules Moch. Translated from the 
French by Edward Hyams. Introduction by Albert Einstein. Gollancz, 13s.6d. 
195$. 20°5 cm. 222 pages. 6 maps. 6 tables. Notes. 

Published in France last year under the title La Folie des Hommes, this book records 

the penetrating search for a solution to the situation which today threatens man’s 

survival. It is in two parts. The first describes objectively the position brought about 
by the development of the atom bomb; the facts, supported by figures, are lucidly 
presented and demonstrate the complete devastation which would follow the use of 

H-bombs. The second deals with the efforts made towards disarmament and analyses 

the proposals of the Atlantic States and Soviet States towards this end. The author 

concludes that the essential difference is so small that there is hope of an agreement. 
(341-67) 


JUSTICE AT WORK. The Human Side of the Law. James Avery Joyce. 
2nd edition, revised and enlarged. Pan Books, 2s. 1955. 18cm. 254 pages. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. 

Revised and enlarged to bring it up to date since its first appearance in 1952, this is a 

well-written work on the mechanism of English law for the general reader who has 

a certain interest in the subject but no professional knowledge; it will also be of 

interest to foreign students. Although no attempt is made to give full statements on 

points of law, the book does give an integrated picture of the enactment and enforce- 
ment of the law and some characteristics of its content. It is in four main parts: 

Law in the Courts; Law in the Cases; Law in the Community; and Law in the 

Government. The author is a barrister-at-law. (347) 


THE LAW OF DAMAGES IN SCOTLAND. David M. Walker. 
W. Green & Son (Edinburgh), 126s. 1955. 26cm. 844 pages. Tables. Index. 
A most important new work on Scots Law containing the results of profound research 
and giving much information brought together for the first time. The main function 
of the volume is the answer to the question, how much damages may properly be 
claimed or awarded in varying cases of delict or breach of contract. In the twenty-nine 
chapters the author discusses in detail each class of contract and type of delict. He 
also deals fully with procedural aspects such as the grounds of attack on awards, on 
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appeal, statutory limitations on or exclusions of the right to recover es, and 
limitations on the time allowed for bringing claims. The author is Professor of 
Jurisprudence in the University of Glasgow. (34774) 


OUTLINES OF MUHAMMADAN LAW. Asaf A. A. Fyzee. 2nd edition. 
Oxford University Press, 28s. 1955. 22 cm. 462 pages. 2 diagrams. Genealogical 
table. Bibliography. Indexes. 

A second, fully revised, edition of what has undoubtedly become a standard textbook 

dealing systematically with Hanafi law as applied in India and Pakistan and the first 

principles underlying it. After a general introduction, and a chapter on application 
and interpretation, the author first covers the different aspects of personal status such 
as marriage, and proceeds with chapters on gifts, wakf, pre-emption and wills and gifts 
made in death-illness. The final chapters deal with the administration of estates, 
and the Sunnite and Shiite Laws of inheritance. (349°53) 


THE JUDICIAL PROCESS AMONG THE BAROTSE OF 
NORTHERN RHODESIA. Max Gluckman. Manchester University Press 
for the Rhodes-Livingstone Institute (Northern Rhodesia), 37s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 
410 pages. 17 photographs. 6 charts. 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

A study of African tribal law dealing mainly with the principles by which judges are 

guided in reaching a verdict. It discusses the composition of tribal courts, what judges 

conceive to be their task, how they assess evidence, the varieties of legal rules, the 
sources of law, and the nature of legal concepts; it also compares the Lozi (Barotse) 
judicial process with those of modern Western societies, shows that similarities are 
more conspicuous than differences, and suggests possible solutions for certain standing 
controversies in jurisprudence. A notable feature, apart from clarity of style and 
lucidity in exposition, is the detailed analysis of some sixty cases, in a manner far more 
comprehensive and penetrating than anything previously attempted in works on 
‘primitive’ law. The book, important to both jurists and anthropologists, sets a new 
standard in its field. (349-6894) 


Public Administration 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT MANUAL AND DIRECTORY, 1955. 
Charles Knight and Shaw & Sons, 54s. 1955. 19 cm. 1,248 pages. Tables. Indexes. 
This very complete and useful directory gives full details of the organisation and chief 
officers of the various local government authorities of England and Wales. These 
include county and county borough councils; metropolitan borough and borough 
councils; urban and rural district councils; parish councils; catchment boards; burial 
and cemetery authorities; magistrates’ courts; national assistance—welfare and 
children; regional hospital boards; hospital management committees; valuation 
panel areas; and local education authorities. (352-042) 


Insurance 


LOWNDES & RUDOLF GENERAL AVERAGE AND THE 
YORK-ANTWERP RULES. 8th edition by J. F. Donaldson and 
G. T. Ellis. Stevens & Sons, 10s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 632 pages. Tables. Index. 
(Library of Shipping Law, No. 4) 

The system of adjustment of losses caused by a Sacrifice in time of peril at sea so that 

the burden shall not fall to be borne by one but by all, known as General Average, 
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is a recognised aspect of maritime commerce. The first part of this standard and 
authoritative book (which since the last, 1948, edition, has been a merger of The Law 
of General Average by Lowndes and the York-Antwerp Rules by Rudolf) deals with 
eneral average in accordance with English law and practice and in an abbreviated 
orm that of the United States. The second part is on the York-Antwerp Rules which 
are internationally agreed rules for attaining uniform action under general average. 
Since the last edition, the York-Antwerp Rules of 1950 have been almost universally 
adopted in place of the 1924 Rules. There is a full commentary on the text of the 
Rules. (368-22) 


Education 
MEDICAL STUDENTS AND MEDICAL SCIENCES. Some Problems 
of Education in Britain and the United States. D. C. Sinclair. Oxford University 
Press, 258. 1955. 22°5 cm. 166 pages. Index. 
Written by the University Demonstrator in Human Anatomy, Oxford University, 
this exhaustive analysis is the most important British work in recent years, other than 
the Goodenough and Cohen reports, which were reports of official bodies. In 1953, 
with a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation, Dr. Sinclair visited medical schools 
in the United States and Canada. The knowledge of current practices and opinions 
which he there acquired, with his own experience of British medical schools and his 
personal views, he has assimilated in the present study. The major subjects, the teaching 
of which Dr. Sinclair considers in detail from the point of view of student and teacher, 
are anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, pharmacology, pathology and bacteriology, 
with certain ancillary subjects. Topical aspects to which he devotes special attention are 
the selection of medical students and some educational experiments. _ (378-9961) 


LINGUISTICS 

THE SEMITIC LANGUAGES OF ETHIOPIA. A _ Comparative 

Phonology. Edward Ullendorff. Taylor's (Foreign) Press, 35s. 1955. 22m. 

288 pages. Map. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Although Dr. Ullendorff limits his study to phonetics and phonology, his is the first 
thorough and systematic investigation of inter-Ethiopian linguistic relationships. 
The major part of the work is a highly specialised examination of the consonants 
and vowels in the Ethiopian languages, based largely on materials collected by the 
author in Ethiopia, but it contains also more general sections on the history and 
present state of the languages. The modern Semitic Ethiopian languages are seen to 
originate from the vulgar tongue which developed between the gth and 13th 
centuries after the decline of the centralised Aksumite Empire, whose speech, classical 
Ethiopic, developed from the language of South Arabian settlers. All Semitists will 
value this book. (492-8) 


PURE SCIENCE 
THE ANALYSIS OF MATTER. Bertrand Russell. New introduction by 
Lester E. Denonn. Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1955. 21 cm. 422 pages. Index. 
In his Introduction to this new edition, Professor Denonn of New York rightly calls 
The Analysis of Matter a ‘pivotal’ work, essential to the understanding of Russell’s 
mature views on the philosophy of science. In it Russell first put forward the case for 
Neutral Monism, according to which ‘physics and psychology can be included in one 
science’. While he no longer calls his system by this name, Russell’s views have since 
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undergone little change: the treatise on Human Knowledge (1948) merely brings 
them up to date. The argument in The Analysis is at times highly complex, and some 
knowledge of mathematical logic and of the principles of Quantum mechanics is a 
prerequisite to complete understanding. A useful summary of the philosophical 
implications of modern physical theory concludes the book. (sor) 


Mathematics 


PLANE ALGEBRAIC CURVES. E. J. F. Primrose. Macmillan, 153. 
1955. 22°5cm. 120 pages. Diagrams. Index. 
This introduction to the study of plane curves (intended chiefly for the undergraduate) 
fills a gap in the English literature of the subject, since Salmon’s classic is a little 
out-moded and Hilton’s volume is not readily available. After a chapter on the 
elements of curve-tracing, the maim lines of the theory are indicated, oing far 
enough to include an introduction to Pliicker’s equations and the genus A curve. 
A chapter on cubic curves illustrates the general principles. The style is easy and clear, 
and there are plenty of worked and unworked exercises. (516) 


NUMERICAL METHODS. Andrew D. Booth. Butterworth, 35s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 204 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Booth, well known for his work on automatic calculators, surveys almost the 
whole field of computation, from interpolation, numerical differentiation and integra- 
tion, algebraic and transcendental equations, ordinary and partial differential equations, 
to Fourier analysis and integral equations. The emphasis is on principles and methods, 
since in this number of pages there is little room for details of calculation and lay-out, 
and these are, moreover, not so important as principles are for those who will work 
with the modern automatic machines. The volume provides a succinct introduction 
to a wide domain, with adequate references to more detailed studies of particular 


topics. (s17) 


Astronomy 


AMATEUR ASTRONOMER’S HANDBOOK. J. B. Sidgwick. Faber, 
638. 1955. 22°5cm. $80 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

A valuable comprehensive reference book of the many topics which concern the 

amateur observational astronomer. Among those treated are the light grasp, resolution 

and magnification of telescopes, aberrations, types of object glass and optical materials, 
metal on glass films, refractors and reflectors, optical mountings and testings, telescope 
drives, micrometers, spectroscopes, photographing, photometry, properties of vision, 
the atmosphere and ‘seeing’, time and clocks, mathematical reduction of observations. 

There is a list of British manufacturers and suppliers and a bibliography with $76 

items. The author is a well known amateur astronomer and author of several books 

on astronomy. (522) 


Physics 
OPTICAL GLASSWORKING. An abridged edition of the author’s 
Prism and Lens Making compiled for those actually engaged in making optical work. 


F. Twyman. Hilger & Watts, 24s. 1955. 22cm. 284 pages. Frontispiece. 108 
illustrations in text. Tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


As present Technical Adviser to Hilger and Watts, Ltd., and for over forty years 
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Managing Director of Adam Hilger, Ltd., the author, who is a Fellow of the Royal 
Society, can claim quite exceptional experience in this field, and his book will long 
rank as authoritative. Subjects covered include single surface working, the production 
of lenses and prisms in quantity and the manufacture of spectacle lenses: miscroscope 
lenses, non-spherical surfaces, testing methods and surface treatments. There is a 
final chapter on Large object glasses and mirrors. The book is copiously and effectively 
illustrated, mostly with line drawings. (535°8) 


HEAT CONDUCTION. With Engineering, Geological and Other 
Applications. Leonard R. Ingersoll, Otto J. Zobel and Alfred C. Ingersoll. 
Revised edition. Thames & Hudson, 32s.6d. 1955. 26cm. 340 pages. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A considerably enlarged and revised edition of a well-known book, which covers 

both the theoretical and practical aspects of the subject and is intended for advanced 

students of physics, as well as for those who are faced with the problem of heat 
conduction in their everyday work. The main additions are two chapters dealing 
with the heat pump and the newer applications of the heat flow equation. The book 
is well produced and contains a large number of tables, graphs and problems (with 
answers). It should be of great assistance to those interested in the subject. (536-2) 


Chemistry 
METHODS OF QUANTITATIVE MICRO-ANALYSIS. Collected 
and edited by R. F. Milton and W. A. Waters. 2nd edition. Edward Arnold, 70s. 
1955. 24m. 754 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
First published in 1949, this work by specialist contributors recruited from both 
industrial and academic research workers, and edited by an eminent consulting 
chemist and a university lecturer in organic chemistry at Oxford, has received wide 
recognition as an authoritative treatise embracing all the known methods of micro- 
analysis. The new edition has been expanded to include a chapter dealing with 
chromatographic analysis and another reviewing micro-biological techniques. The 
book, which will interest the professional analyst and the advanced student, is well 
documented with references to the original literature, and fully referenced tables of 
published analytical procedures have been added to the end of each chapter. The 
layout is excellent and the drawings, which are a model of clarity, do much to enhance 
the text, particularly when new techniques are discussed. (545-8) 


THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE ON OXIDATION 
PROCESSES, Amsterdam, May 6th to 8th, 1954. Pergamon Press, 35s. 
1955. 25cm. 140 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. (Special 
Supplement to “Chemical Engineering Science’. Vol. 3. (1954)) 

Eleven pages in this volume deal with recent research and developments in this subject. 

Topics include oxidations by vanadium pentoxide catalysts on certain aromatic 

compounds, e.g. benzene, toluene, naphthalene, anthracene; the industrial production 

of acetylene from gaseous hydrocarbons; fatty acids from paraffin; adipic acid (for 
making nylon) from the nitric acid oxidation of cyclohexanol; and there are three 
important papers on oxygen, (a) the provision of oxygen for industrial purposes, 

(b) oxygen in the steel industry, both for treating scrap and in refining, (c) oxygen 

in sodeaiiin processes, particularly of low grade fuels. Each paper ends with a 
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short bibliography. The volume should be useful to those concerned with the 
techniques of oxidation processes. (547-013) 


Crystallography 
X-RAY DIFFRACTION BY POLYCRYSTALLINE MATERIALS. 
Edited by H. S. Peiser, H. P. Rooksby and A. J. C. Wilson. Institute of Physics, 
63s. 1955. 25°5cm. 725 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. References. 
Indexes. (Physics in Industry) 
Sponsored by the Institute of Physics and written by some thirty members of the 
Institute’s X-ray Analysis Group, this is a courageous attempt to collect the enormous 
mass of material which is now available on X-ray powder methods, in their theory, 
equipment, interpretation and applicability. The editors and their contributors are 
to be congratulated on producing a most useful and timely book, comprehensive 
indeed and yet welded together as a readable whole. Inevitably, some of the authors are 
slightly biassed in the expression of opinions but the literature coverage is excellent 
and well documented. However, the information in the third part, “Essays on Results’, 
might have been better presented in a series of specialist monographs. (548-83) 


Anthropology 
THE FAMILY HERDS. A Study of Two Pastoral Tribes in East Africa, 
the Jie and Turkana. P. H. Gulliver. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
286 pages. 8 photographs. Diagrams. Maps, Tables. Index. (International Library of 
Sociology and Social Reconstruction) 
This is a very complete anthropological study of the family and property arrange- 
ments—applyi ing to cattle, camels, goats and sheep—of two tribes living in the remote 
semi-deserts of northern Kenya to the west of Lake Rudolf. No one probably has 
lived so close to the Turkana as Dr. and Mrs. Gulliver, and few could endure the 
constant travelling and discomforts entailed in keeping in touch with these unreward- 
ing nomadic pastoralists, whose cold reticence in the presence of strangers is broken 
only by the demand for gifts. The study therefore of these people approaches the 
unique, and the results, intended rather for the specialist than for the lay reader, are 
of permanent value. (57296762) 


Microbiology 


MECHANISMS OF MICROBIAL PATHOGENICITY. Fifth 
Symposium of the Society for General Microbiology held at the Royal 
Institution, London, April 1955. Edited by J. W. Howie and A. J. O’Hea. 
Cambridge University Press, 25s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 344 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. 

This volume follows the pattern of previous symposia in presenting a series of papers 

which are to form the basis for a meeting and discussion after publication. The 

parasites considered range from bacteria and protozoa to fungi (viruses are intention- 
ally excluded) and the contributions indicate the varying progress of knowledge 
about the different diseases. Most authors concentrate their attention on virulence 
strains of the parasites, the relation of their pathogenicity to the metabolism of the 
host and the specific paths and processes by which they invade and maintain them- 
selves. Host responses are (again intentionally) touched upon only slightly. A valuable 
attempt is made to bring more precision to the terminology. (576) 
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Botany 
EMBRYOGENESIS IN PLANTS. C. W. Wardlaw. Methuen, 42s. 1955. 
23°5 cm. 392 pages. 84 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

The use of experiment for investigating the principles of embryonic growth and 
differentiation has been far more widely applied by zoologists than by botanists. 
Thus the author, who is Professor of Cryptogamic Botany in the University of 
Manchester, has been able to survey in this and a previous volume, Morphogenesis in 
Plants (1952), most of the work done on the principles of plant growth in general. 
This volume is one for senior students and research workers and, apart from its 
valuable and careful documentation, it attempts, after describing early growth 
processes in the different plant groups, an answer to the problem of how these 
groups are phylogenetically related. (581-3) 


Zoology 
MOTHS. E. B. Ford. Collins, 35s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 286 pages. 148 photographs 
(77 in colour). 19 maps and diagrams. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. (New 
Naturalist) 
Dr. Ford set a new standard for lepidopterists with his book on butterflies published 
right at the beginning of the New Naturalist series. This sequel, dealing with moths, 
maintains the same high level of authority combined with enthusiasm. Many chapters 
are devoted to various aspects of inheritance, for Dr. Ford is an eminent geneticist, 
and the Lepidoptera are an poe say group in providing material for the study of 
genetical and evolutionary problems which can readily be handled by amateurs. 
Most of the examples are from the British fauna, but the importance of the book 
lies in its exposition of biological topics which can be exemplified and illuminated 
by keeping one’s eyes open in any part of the world. (595-78) 


THE WREN. Edward A. Armstrong. Collins, 30s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 320 pages. 
20 photographs. 41 drawings and diagrams (including map). 32 tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (New Naturalist) 

The author is well known for his work upon bird behaviour and display: sundry 

recent papers about wrens have indicated that he was preparing a larger study. 

Into this volume Mr. Armstrong has put all he knows about the wren and it is a 

sustained and encyclopedic effort that truly astonishes. The basic field work, in which 

he used colour rings for identifying individual wrens, has yielded much new 
information about territory, voice, pair formation, courtship, nesting and so on, 
each topic and finding being checked against what has already been written about 
other wrens all over the world. This is a book in the best tradition of English amateur 
natural history. (598-2) 


MR. GOULD’S TROPICAL BIRDS. Comprising twenty-four plates 
selected from John Gould’s Folios together with descriptions of the birds taken 
from his original text, edited and introduced by Eva Mannering. Ariel Press: 
distributed by Deutsch, 35s. 1955. 40°5 cm. 16 pages of text. 24 plates in colour. 
25 drawings in text. Paper covers. 

The forty-one folio volumes of hand-coloured lithographic illustrations of birds 

published between 1832 and 1884 by John Gould and his wife have become classic 

examples of fine bird books. A number of plates from these now very expensive 
volumes have been reproduced here in their original size and with the brilliance of 
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colour which, in addition to the excellence of the drawing, makes Gould’s work so 
notable in the history of ornithological illustration. The selection includes trogons, 
parrots, doves and humming birds, these last perhaps the most attractive of all. 
Curiously, in view of the title, only about half of the species shown are tropical. 
The editor’s introduction gives the main facts about Gould’s life and activities. 
Both naturalists and lovers of fine prints will welcome this anthology of some of 
Gould’s most spectacular work. (598-2) 


GORILLA. Henry Geddes. Melrose, 16s. 1955. 22 cm. 224 pages. 45 illustrations. 
Endpaper maps. Biographical note. Bibliography. Index. 
Henry Geddes, who was formerly a documentary film-maker in Britain, became a 
senior member of a special unit sent to French Equatorial Africa to film gorillas in 
their natural surroundings. The result is a half humorous, half serious study of the 
manifold problems of organising an expedition of this kind deep into almost unknown 
territory, and a most interesting account of the gorillas themselves when, after what 
seem overwhelming difficulties, they are eventually located and photographed over 
a period of several days. The book is easily and clearly written and well illustrated 
with photographs and maps. (s99°8) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 


BRITISH PRACTICE IN RADIOTHERAPY. Under the General 
Editorship of Sir Ernest Rock Carling, B. W. Windeyer and D. W. Smithers. 
Butterworth, 85s. 1955. 25 cm. $61 pages. 40 figures. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A companion to British Surgical Practice, but complete in itself, this volume presents 

most adequately British practice in radiotherapy and reflects current thought, while 

the joint authorship of the articles stresses the importance attached in the United 

Kingdom to co-operation between radiotherapists and clinicians. The first part is 

concerned with general problems—dosage and measurements, the biophysical basis of 

radiotherapy, the clinical basis for the choice of treatment, methods, the protection 
of workers and patients, and the work of the radiographer. The second and larger 
part deals with the treatment, for the most part of malignant disease, but also of 
non-malignant disease. This stimulating and thorough study is rounded off with 
a practical chapter by Professor D. W. Smithers on records and the presentation of 
results. (615-8) 


VIRUS AND RICKETTSIAL DISEASES. S. P. Bedson, A. W. Downie, 
F. O. MacCallum, C. H. Stuart-Harris. 2nd edition. Edward Arnold, 30s. 1955. 
22cm. 416 pages. 34 illustrations. 2 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Intended for the clinician, this is a survey of virus research, concise, readable, but 

by no means superficial and most usefully documented with references to recent 

papers. The interest of the work lies not in the clinical pictures of virus diseases, which 
are only briefly described, but in aetiology, the characters of the viruses and laboratory 
diagnosis, epidemiology and methods of control, including immunisation. There are 
also notes on treatment. The chapter on bacteriophage is omitted from this edition, 
while the section on poliomyelitis, Murray Valley encephalitis, the Coxsackie 


viruses, chemotherapy and the mode of virus multiplication contain important 
revisions or additions. (616-01) 
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BEDSIDE DIAGNOSIS. Charles Seward. 3rd edition. Livingstone, 18s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 432 pages. Illustrations in text. 5 tables. Notes. Index. h 
A reliable ‘companion’, now revised, which sets forth the fundamentals of diagnosis 
of the commoner physical and mental diseases and presents them in a form handy for 
the practitioner and enlightening for the medical student. The work hinges upon the 
importance of selecting and analysing the significant symptom. After explaining 
the physiological disturbances which have given rise to this primary symptom, Dr. 
Seward discusses its possible causes, its characteristics and associated symptoms, what 
to note in the physical examination and any further investigations and procedures 
necessary to complete the diagnosis. To this edition is added a useful chapter on 
normal values. (616-07) 


*BRITISH JOURNAL OF HAEMATOLOGY. Editor: J. V. Dacie. 
Vol. 1, No. 1, January 1955. Blackwell (Oxford). Published quarterly: 15s. a copy. 
$0s. per annum. 24°5 cm. 

Until now there has been no one British periodical to which haematologists could 

confidently turn for original papers in their field. The first issue of this new venture 

promises effectively to repair the omission. The British Journal of Haematology will 
publish articles on the physiology, biochemistry and pathology of blood and 
blood forming tissues, on blood diseases, their laboratory, genetical and clinical 
aspects, and on blood transfusion and blood groups. The eleven papers in the present 
issue reach a very high standard, and—rare in present-day journals—titles are included 
among the details given in the references. (616-1505) 


THE TECHNIQUE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF OESTROGEN 
DETERMINATIONS. Proceedings of a Conference held jointly by the 
Society for Endocrinology and the Endocrinological Section of the Royal Society 
of Medicine, at the Royal Society of Medicine, London, on 17 February, 1954. 
Edited on behalf of the Society for Endocrinology by P. Eckstein and S. Zuckerman. 
Cambridge University Press, 18s. 1955. 25cm. 104 pages. Tables. Charts. 
Bibliography. (Memoirs of the Society for Endocrinology, No. 3) 

An important series of papers read at the Conference is collected in this attractive 

volume. The delegates, who report on investigations recently undertaken in endo- 

crinological research units in the United Kingdom, Sweden and Israel, are for the 
most part concerned with problems of chemical determination in urine, semen and 
human placentae. There are also contributions on biological assay and on the value 

of oestrogen determinations to the clinician. (616-4) 


MODERN TRENDS IN PSYCHOSOMATIC MEDICINE. Edited 
by Desmond O’Neill. Butterworth, 55s. 1955. 25 cm. 398 pages. 29 illustrations, 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Modern Trends Series) 

The twenty-one articles in this volume are representative of research and thought 

in the United Kingdom, with the exception of those from Holland on ulcerative 

colitis and bronchial asthma, and from Canada on thyrotoxicosis. The work opens 
with three chapters elucidating the psychosomatic concept, its place in general practice 
and in the medical curriculum. The psychosomatic approach in diseases of childhood 
is next dealt with, then follow chapters on its application to other specialties and 
specific conditions, and on illness and physique. Finally there are three articles devoted 
to psychotherapy, analytic and abreaction therapy. Therapeutic considerations are 
given their due weight in a work designed for practitioners and specialists. (616-8) 
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MY BATTLE AND VICTORY. History of the Discovery of Poliomyelitis 
as a Systemic Disease. Elizabeth Kenny. Hale, 10s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 124 pages. 
17 photographs. 

Sister Kenny here gives a very detailed account of her treatment for poliomyelitis, 

which she relates to her own concept of the symptoms and conditions ——s 

themselves in this disease. She records her long campaign for recognition, thoug 
not as fully or as movingly as in her autobiography. This book is essential to am 

understanding of her techniques and what she considered was their vosty a 

6169 


MODERN TRENDS IN OPHTHALMOLOGY. Edited by 
Arnold Sorsby. 3rd series. Butterworth, 65s. 1955. 25°5cm. 360 pages. 
Illustrations (some in colour). Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Modern 
Trends Series) 

The third series represents “emergent tendencies and formative influences’ over the 

last six years in the hospitals, laboratories and literature of Europe, Canada and the 

United States. The volume is divided into five sections to cover anatomy, physiology, 

optics; diagnostic procedures; clinical and experimental pathology; clinical aspects, 

including discussions of seven newer clinical entities; treatment; and finally social 
aspects, with a chapter on trachoma as a mass problem. These subjects are dealt with in 
twenty-eight chapters, some of them consisting of several contributions by eminent 

specialist authors. The volume is of great interest to the specialist. (617-7) 


MIDWIFERY. By Ten Teachers. Under the direction of Frederick W. Roques. 
Edited by Frederick W. Roques, John Beattie, Joseph Wrigley. oth edition. 
Edward Arnold, 32s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 616 pages. 249 illustrations. Index. 

Sir Comyns Berkeley, the first editor, formulated three principles which are followed 

in the ninth edition, that his textbook should meet the needs of practitioners and 

students and represent the collective opinions of the ten teachers, who must be 
responsible for the teaching of obstetrics in the London medical schools. This tradition 
has been maintained except that authors have been allowed more freedom to express 
orthodox views, and a paediatrician has been invited to write three chapters on the 
new-born child. There are some new illustrations in this edition and the text has been 
brought up to date with important revisions in the toxaemias of pregnancy, 
abnormalities of the pelvis and disproportion. This remains a lucid, reliable, standard 
textbook. (618) 


Engineering: Mechanics and Materials 

TESTING CONCRETE BY AN ULTRASONIC PULSE 
TECHNIQUE. R. Jones and E. N. Gatfield for the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research: Road Research Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 
2s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. $4 pages. 3 photographs. 40 diagrams. 2 tables. Bibliography. 
Paper covers. (Road Research Technical Paper, No. 34) 

It was Dr. Jones, one of the authors of this paper and Chairman of an International 

Committee dealing with the subject, who devised the non-destructive ultrasonic 

pulse method of testing concrete, an account of which he published in 1948. Since 

then he and his colleagues have made an extensive investigation of the scope and 

limitations of the method and have had a wide experience of its application to the 

everyday problems of the engineer. The present paper describes the method and 
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many aspects of its use. The apparatus has been manufactured commercially in the 
United Kingdom and is also marketed abroad. (620-136) 


—— Electrical 


NEWNES ELECTRICAL POCKET BOOK. Edited by E. Molloy. 
13th edition. Newnes, 8s.6d. 1955. 16-5 cm. 416 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Index. 

This well-known pocket book covers the whole field of electrical engineering and 

contains a large number of diagrams, sketches, tables and graphs. It should be very 

useful in the course of everyday work. In this edition new sections have been included 
dealing with semi-conductors, emergency lighting systems and cooker control units. 


(621-3) 


PROTECTIVE CURRENT TRANSFORMERS AND CIRCUITS. 
P. Mathews. Chapman & Hall, 36s. 1955. 22cm. 270 pages. 4 illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Advanced Engineering Textbooks) 

This is one of a series written by members of the staff of the British Thomson- 

Houston Co. and sponsored by that company. The approach is mathematical and 

the purpose is to provide a clearer insight into the problems of protective devices, 

and so to advance the theory and design of fast-acting protective circuits. The first 
part of the book is devoted to steady-state conditions, and the second to transient 
currents. The subject has not been extensively covered, and this monograph is 
therefore helpful. References to earlier literature are given at the end of each chapter. 


(621-314) 


RADAR POCKET BOOK. A Compendium of useful Data for Engineers 
and Operators concerned in the Construction, Installation and Use of Radar 
Equipment. R. S. H. Boulding. Newnes, 15s. 1955. 17 cm. 184 pages. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A knowledge of the subject in this convenient pocket book devoted to radar is, of 

course, assumed, and this enables the various chapters to summarise concisely the 

basic theory and its application, giving typical circuit diagrams and useful data. The 
choice of units has been carefully considered, and the rationalised M.K.S. system has 
been adopted, except where other units are more convenient in practice. The scope 
has not been too rigidly limited, and some of the information will be of use in other 
fields of electronics. (621-381) 


——— Internal Combustion Engines 


GAS TURBINES. Vol. l CYCLES AND PERFORMANCE ESTIMATION. 
James Hodge. Butterworth, sos. 1955. 25°5 cm. 346 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

A very careful detailed analysis of simple gas turbine cycles, involving compressor, 

combustion system, turbine and heat exchanger. It covers cases where the prime 

object is shaft horse power, e.g. for electric generators, ships or locomotives, also 
aero-engine cycles where a part of the output is jet kinetic energy, and jet engines 
where the whole useful output is kinetic energy. It will give the student a thorough 
understanding of the relative importance of the various factors. Methods of 
calculating performance not at the specified design condition of working are 
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included. The many data sheets should be a great help to all readers. The explana- 
tions are very clear and the general layout and printing excellent. A valuable book for 
the advanced student and for the design office. The author is head of the consultancy 
department of Power Jets (Research and Development) Ltd. (621-43) 


—— Naval 


MANUAL OF SEAMANSHIP Vol. Ill. Admiralty. H.M. Stationery Office, 
12s.6d. 1955. 25 cm. 492 pages. 139 illustrations in text. Diagrams in appendix. 
Tables. Index. 

This publication is one of the most advanced manuals of its kind in the world. It is 

the third part of a seamanship series of which the first is designed for trainees, the 

second for junior officers and others qualifying for advancement, while this is ‘intended 
as a book of reference for seamen of experience’. The sections include Watch Duties 
at Sea and in Harbour; Rule of the Road; Manoeuvring; Handling Ships in Narrow 

Waters; Towing; Mooring; Salvage; Fire Fighting; Abandoning Ship, Survival and 

Rescue; Pumping and Ship Stability. There is also a section on types and design of 

merchant ships. The volume is, in fact, the complete seaman’s guide, valuable to all 

experienced seamen. (623-88) 


—— Transportation 


ELECTRIC RAILWAY ENGINEERING. T. Ferguson. Macdonald & 
Evans, $7s.6d. 1955. 23cm. 440 pages. 127 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Much useful information not readily obtainable is made available in this book, for 

which ‘Electric Railway Traction’ would have been a more accurate title since it is 

confined to the considerations—technical and economic—which precede the prepara- 
tion of an electrification scheme. The characteristics of the various types of traction 
equipment using electric power or electrical transmission are reviewed in the light of 
performance, braking, train resistance, etc. The transmission and distribution 
of electric power is also considered. A series of comparisons of different methods of 
traction are then made, demonstrating how each problem must be analysed to find 
the most economical solution in given circumstances. The appeal, therefore, is to the 
motive-power engineer rather than to the electrical designer. (625-1) 


—— Hydraulic 


IRRIGATION AND HYDRAULIC DESIGN. Vol. IL General 
Principles of Hydraulic Design. Serge Leliavsky. Chapman & Hall, 126s. 1955. 
25s cm. $06 pages. 314 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The author has spent a long and distinguished career designing hydraulic structures 

(built on permeable foundations) to be safe against failure caused by pressure-uplift, 

retrogressive underscour (‘piping’), or tail erosion. The present volume deals with the 

methods of determining the pattern of the percolation flow-net, tail erosion and its 
mitigation, and the hydraulics of flow in rivers and canals. The reader is given the 
benefit, not only of the author’s own wide experience, but also of a comprehensive, 
up-to-date survey and lucid exposition of the achievements of other workers, past and 
present, in the same field of endeavour. The book is eminently readable, attractively 
set out, profusely illustrated, and contains a full bibliography proceeding with the 
text, which is enriched and elucidated by a wealth of useful diagrams. (627) 
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—— Sanitary 
FERTILITY FROM TOWN WASTES. J. C. Wylie. Faber, 25s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 224 pages. 35 photographs. 3 diagrams. 5 charts. 14 tables. Index. 

As County Engineer of the Scottish county of Dumfries, Mr. Wylie has been respon- 
sible for the development of the most progressive system of town waste and sewage 
disposal in the British Isles. He outlines the principles involved, and practical conditions 
in the conventional methods of refuse and sewage disposal practised by Local Health 
Authorities, and he finds these methods either defective or wasteful. He goes on to 
describe the production of compost from sewage sludge and other waste organic 
matter, and in advocating a general adoption of this system claims it would result 
in a cleaner countryside, rivers and coastal waters, and more especially, through an 
estimated national output of seven million tons of such compost per annum, better 
food, improved health, and greatly improved soil conditions. This is an important 
work which deserves wide readership in all industrialised countries. (628-3) 


Aeronautics 
JET ENGINE MANUAL. E. Mangham and A. Peace. Newnes, 108.6d. 
1955. 17cm. 142 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Table. Index. 


This book deals with the operation and maintenance of turbine aero engines. The 
detailed descriptions and the illustrations are based on recent Rolls Royce practice. 
The information, given in a simple and practical form, is authoritative and of interest 
to those handling any type of turbine aero engine. (629-14353) 


Motor Vehicles 
THE MOTOR YEAR BOOK, 10955. Edited by Laurence Pomeroy and 
Rodney Walkerley. Temple Press, 15s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 264 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. 
In the enlarged sixth issue of this handy reference book the new sections introduced 
have a broader appeal than anything published in the earlier editions and include 
articles on car radio, books about motoring and the latest developments in road testing. 
Sections describing new cars have been shortened by the elimination of technical data 
which can be found elsewhere. The reports of individual motor races have been 
shortened but more races have been covered, and a useful appendix outlines the 
origin, development and present meaning of certain technical terms used. The book 
is well illustrated and constitutes a valuable record of technical design and progress 
in the motoring industry. (629-2058) 


TRADER HANDBOOK, 1955. A Legal, Technical and Buying Guide 
for the Motor, Motor Cycle and Cycle Trades. 49th edition. Trader Publishing 
Co., 158. 1955. 21°$cm. $32 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 

This comprehensive handbook provides essential information for manufacturers, 

trade suppliers and repairers of motor, motor cycle and cycle goods and should prove 

useful to firms overseas seeking contact with British suppliers. Following a Legal 

Guide, the main sections are: Technical and General (Motor); Technical and General 

(Motor Cycle and Cycle); Transport Service Equipment; Buyers’ Guide; Proprietary 

Names; and Trade Addresses. Two new features are a table of nut tightening torque 

data, included in the Technical Section (Motor) and Standardised Cycle Threads, 

which will interest cycle mechanics. (629-2058) 
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VETERANS OF THE ROAD. The History of Veteran Cars and the 
Veteran Car Club of Great Britain. Elizabeth Nagle. Technical data by 
Dennis Field. Arco Publishers, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 240 pages. 108 illustrations. Table. 
Index. 

This is the official history of the first five and twenty years of the Veteran Car Club 

of Great Britain, itself now getting on in years, and it includes a description of some of 

the more remarkable cars which have taken part in the Club’s rallies. There is a 

valuable section of half-tone reproductions of many of the best known veteran 

cars, the earliest a Steam Carriage of 1875 and the latest a Saxon of 1916. There is 
also a pleasant account of the Club’s share in the production of the highly delightful 
motor car film, Genevieve. Altogether this is a useful and pleasing addition to the 

history of the motor car. (629-209) 


THE VILLIERS ENGINE. A Practical Guide Covering all Models. 
4th edition. B. E. Browning. C. Arthur Pearson, 6s. 1955. 19 cm. 236 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. (Motor Cycle Maintenance and Repair Series) 

The author, who has considerable experience in the general background of two-stroke 

engines and their numerous variations, has sought the assistance of the technical staff 

of the Villiers Engineering Co. in the preparation of this exceptionally good handbook 
and its up-to-date revision. It should prove of value to all riders of lightweight 
motorcycles and cycles wishing to obtain maximum performance and reliability 
from their Villiers engine, and of particular assistance to the novice undertaking 
engine overhaul and maintenance. The photographs, illustrations and drawings, 
which number over one hundred, are of a high standard. (629-227) 


Agriculture 


THE FARMING KINGDOM. Nigel Harvey. Turnstile Press, 15s. 1955. 
20-5 cm. 192 pages. 33 illustrations. Index. 


This might be described as an ‘anatomy’ of farming in England and Wales. Writing 
for the layman rather than anyone already familiar with agricultural practice—the 
younger generation excepted—the author traces the development of the English farm 
since Saxon times and then gives a full and readable account of the methods and 
economics of food production at the present time. Sir James Scott Watson in his 
Foreword stresses the need for people in other walks of life to know something of 
the work and the problems of those who provide their daily food, and Mr. Harvey’s 
book is among the best of those which have so far attempted to satisfy this need. 


(630-942) 


FARM MECHANIZATION DIRECTORY, 1955. Compiled by the 
staff of ‘Farm Mechanization’. Temple Press, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. $$4 pages. [lustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 


A comprehensive manual covering an extensive range of British and certain Anglo- 
American farm implements and tractors, this year book is widely appreciated by 
students of agricultural engineering and the trade generally. Apart from general 
information on organisations and firms concerned with farm mechanisation, there 
are detailed specifications of all types of tractors, technical data on tractors, notes on 
British Standards specifications, and up-to-date test reports on machinery and 
implements carried out by the National Institute of Agricultural Engineering and the 
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National Institute for Research in Dairying. There is also a descriptive, illustrated 
catalogue covering several thousand implements and items of farm equipment. 
(631-3) 


Horticulture 
SOIL WARMING BY ELECTRICITY. R. H. Coombes. Cassell, 10s.6d. 
1955. 19°§ cm. 128 pages. Plates. Tables. Index. 

After five years of experiments with this new aid to horticulture, the author provides 
full data on the equipment used and its installation in greenhouses or for cloches or 
cold frames; economics are also discussed and there is a chapter on the effects of soil 
warming on soil fertility. In Part 2, the crops which are particularly suited to this 
type of culture are discussed, with details of planting and steps in propagation under 
various conditions. ; (635) 


PLANT PROPAGATION. A Practical Guide to the Various Methods of 
Propagating Trees and Shrubs, Herbaceous Plants, Fruits and Vegetables. 
R. C. M. Wright. Ward Lock, 25s. 1955. 22:5 cm. 192 pages. Numerous 
photographs. Endpaper drawings. index. 

The basic principles of plant propagation are clearly expounded and the many 

techniques fully explained. The author holds the National Diploma in Horticulture, 

which is the highest qualification of the Royal Horticultural Society, and his scientific 
training at the John Innes Horticultural Institution is backed by much practical 
experience. There are chapters on plant characteristics, equipment for propagation, 
germination, natural and artificial vegetative increase, cuttings, layering, grafting 
and budding, and the many other matters dealt with include pollination, hybridisation, 
diseases and weed control. Though primarily intended, and entirely suitable, for the 
amateur wanting practical guidance linked to an adequate theoretical background, 
the book will be useful also to professional gardeners and to students of horticulture. 
The photographs are well selected, excellently reproduced and most helpful in 
supplementing the textual descriptions of the more complicated operations. (635) 


Fish Culture 
GUIDE TO TROPICAL FISHKEEPING. J. H. P. Brymer. Water Life, 
358. 19$$. 22 cm. 352 pages. 70 illustrations in colour. 24 photographs in black and 
white. Diagrams. Endpaper maps. Glossary. Bibliography. Indexes. 
The author has set himself the task of providing as complete a guide as possible to 
all aspects of tropical fishkeeping. The necessary topics of how to manage warm- 
water aquaria and care for the fish are dealt with in the preliminary chapters. The bulk 
of the book treats in systematic order the multitudinous kinds of fish from which the 
modern aquarium enthusiast can choose. A description of each species is given, 
together with details of its natural range and habitat, and advice on how to keep 
it in good health and how to tempt it to breed. The lavish illustrations will greatly 
help the novice in identification. (639-37) 


Natrition and Dietetics 

VITAMINS IN THEORY AND PRACTICE. Leslie J. Harris. 4th edition. 
Cambridge University Press, 35s. 1955. 21 cm. 388 pages. 103 illustrations. 107 tables. 
Index. 

So fast has knowledge accumulated about the ‘accessory food factors’ that the fourth 
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edition of this popular book on vitamins, first published in 1935, has had to be 
considerably rewritten and enlarged. Dr. Harris, who is Director of the Dunn 
Nutritional Laboratory at Cambridge, neglects no technical details in his account, 
but these are interwoven with the ‘research histories’ of many famous names. The 
volume of human misery from scurvy, beri-beri and rickets which these patient 
investigations have alleviated is driven home by the uncompromising photographs 
that illustrate the book. (641-1) 


Graphic Arts Industries 


THE PENROSE ANNUAL, 1955. A Review of the Graphic Arts. 
Vol. 49. Edited by R. B. Fishenden. Lund Humphries, 30s. 1955. 28-5 cm. 132 pages 
of text. Nearly 200 pages of illustrations and 130 of advertisements, many of 
both in colour. 


Almost every printing process and every variety of paper are represented in the 
‘fIlustrations of the Year’ and (hardly less important) the advertisements, which are 
as striking as they are full of technical interest. The nineteen general articles range 
over many subjects, lettering, new type-faces, buren engraving, fashion photography, 
etc., Claud Lovat Fraser, Nineteenth Century Broadsheets, and “Art and Photography’ 
by Sir Kenneth Clark. The latest developments in relief (dry) offset, electronics in 
printing, photocomposition and magnesium plates, Collobloc half-tones, flexichrome, 
xerography, and damping control in lithography are among the subjects of the 
nineteen technical articles, all of them by experts. The Annual maintains its position 
as one of the very best things of its kind in the world. (655-05) 


Chemical Technology: Cleaning and Bleaching 


THE PRINCIPLES OF LAUNDERING. W. Brown. Heywood & Co., 
15s. 1955. 22cm. 112 pages. 10 photographs. Index. 
This book by a laundry manager and lecturer is divided into three sections: textiles, 
washing materials and washing processes. It contains much useful information about 
British laundry practice and although there is some theory the chief emphasis is on 
the practical side. The few ambiguities and errors are mostly concerned with 
theoretical matters and do not seriously detract from the value of the book to practical 
students, and particularly to those with some knowledge of elementary chemistry. 


(667-13) 


Manufactures: Textiles 


THE DRAPER’S ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Edited by E. Ostick. National 
Trade Press, 638. 1955. 30cm. $38 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Indexes. 
Forty-nine authors with experience in appropriate sections of the drapery trade have 
contributed to this volume. Although the information given in the different sections, 
particularly the more technical ones, is less exhaustive than one would expect from 
elementary but specialised textbooks, nevertheless it is on the whole reliable and 
provides an adequate introduction for the sales and buying staff of a drapery store. 
About one-tenth of the text deals specifically with legal questions, textile labelling 
or trade organisations as they exist in Britain, but much of the remainder of the 
volume will be of considerable general interest to overseas readers. (677-03) 


10$1 








ARTS AND RECREATION 


MONUMENTS OF ROMANESQUE ART. The Art of Church 
Treasures in North-Western Europe. Hanns Swarzenski. Faber, 168s. 1955. 
32°5 cm. 102 pages. $65 illustrations. Notes on the illustrations. Bibliography. 
Indexes. 

A pictorial anthology of the chief monuments in ivory, gold, bronze, enamel, and 

illuminated manuscripts, made in north-western Europe during the period known 

as ‘Romanesque’, i.e. 800-1200 A.D. Nearly six hundred illustrations have been 
arranged to show the continuity of development and the representation of standard 
subject matter in different media during this important period before the distinction 
between the ‘major’ (architecture, sculpture and painting) and ‘minor’ or decorative 
arts had been drawn. Dr. Swarzenski’s introduction summarises the artistic principles 
and sequence of romanesque art. The illustrations will form a permanent reposit- 
ory and reference source for students of medieval iconography, archaeologists, 
liturgiologists, and historians of technical processes, as well as for all those interested 
in the wider aspects of cultural history. (704-948) 


Architecture 
ARCHITECTS’ YEAR BOOK, 6. Edited by Trevor Dannatt. Elek Books, 
42S. 1955. 25°5 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Diagrams. Plans. Maps. 
This curiously named annual, which has few of the characteristics normally associated 
with year books, resembles a magazine. It consists of articles, critical, analytical or 
technical, on many matters affecting modern architecture and the allied arts and 
sciences. Some of the contributors are experts of high international reputation 
and most are recognised authorities in their special fields. Not only architects will 
appreciate this stimulating publication, which provides a kind of synthesis of advanced 
contemporary opinion. Very fully illustrated, the volume is produced with a 
businesslike elegance appropriate to the subject. (720-58) 


Numismatics 
GREEK COINS. A History of Metallic Currency and Coinage down to 
the Fall of the Hellenistic Kingdoms. Charles Seltman. 2nd edition. Methuen, 
$08. 1955. 22°5 cm. 338 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
(Handbooks of Archaeology) 
First published in 1933, this specialist handbook has been brought up to date and 
yom wars revised to incorporate the results of Greek numismatic research during 
the last twenty years. The historical aspect of coins as ‘public documents’ is thoroughly 
treated and the role played by Athens in familiarising the Mediterranean world with 
the use of coinage well documented. The illustrations show hundreds of ancient 
coins, the originals of which are mostly to be seen in the British Museum, London. 
Dr. Charles Seltman, Lecturer in Classics in the University of Cambridge, is a noted 
writer on Greek archaeology. (737°4) 


ART IN COINAGE. The Aesthetics of Money from Greece to the 
Present Day. C. H. V. Sutherland. Batsford, 25s. 1955. 23 cm. 224 pages. 
147 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


The design of and aesthetic approach to coinage is the theme of this lucidly written 
book by the Deputy Keeper of Coins, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. Dr. Sutherland 
covers the entire history of his subject from Greek and Roman coins down to the 
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current portrait of Queen Elizabeth II designed by Mary Gillick. He shows how 
portraiture has fluctuated between realism and formalisation (corresponding with the 
main epochs of art history), how new techniques of casting modify design, and how 
the small scale of coins has attracted the attention of some of the greatest designers 
such as Pisanello. The art of the medal, ‘first cousin to coins’, has also been considered 
where there has been a mutual influence in design. The illustrations have been prepared 
with great care. (737°4) 


Ceramics 
ROMAN POTTERY. R. J. Charleston. Faber, 35s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 64 pages. 
100 plates (4 in colour). Bibliography. Index. (Faber Monographs on Pottery and 
Porcelain) 
Aesthetic consideration of Roman pottery has been largely obscured in the past 
by the use made of it by archaeologists and excavators in fixing dates, and by the 
general belief that it is inferior to the superb painted pottery of Greece. Mr. Charleston, 
Assistant Keeper of the Department of Ceramics, Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London, here considers Roman ware as a manifestation of the potter’s art. In his 
three main chapters, on red-gloss, glazed, and ‘coarse’ pottery or provincial ware, 
he shows how diversity of decorative techniques, combined with fundamental 
soundness of form, achieved in Roman pottery a standard of artistic and technical 
excellence which is by no means inferior to that of Greek or later periods. This is the 
first book in English to treat of Roman pottery comprehensively and it is reinforced 
by a fine selection of plates. (738-30937) 


Metal Arts 


OLD SHEFFIELD PLATE. Its Romantic Discovery and Brief Existence. 
With a chapter on Britannia Metal. Edward Wenham. Bell, 18s.6d. 1955. 
22 cm. 112 pages. 27 photographs and 41 drawings in the text by Edgar Holloway. 
Bibliography. Index. 

A manual by a former editor of The Connoisseur on the rise and decline of the Sheffield 

Plate industry. The chance discovery about 1743 by Thomas Boulsover, a cutler of 

Sheffield, that silver and copper bars could be fused together to produce a compound 

metal, resembling solid silver but costing far less, resulted in the rapid development 

of a new industry in Sheffield, Birmingham and elsewhere which flourished until 
about 1840 when the simpler process of electro-plating was introduced. Except for 
the intrinsic value of the metal, Sheffield plate is in no way inferior in point of design 
or craftsmanship to contemporary silver work. Mr. Wenham describes and illustrates 
the wide variety of articles made in this attractive composite metal and adds a chapter 
on ‘Britannia ware’, a cheaper compound, also made in the same period, which took 
the place of pewter as the ‘poor man’s plate’. (7392) 


THE RETAIL JEWELLER’S HANDBOOK and Merchandise Manual 
for Sales Personnel. A. Selwyn. 6th edition. Heywood & Co., 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
498 pages. 13 plates in colour. 308 illustrations in text. Tables. Index. 

Mr. Selwyn has produced a gem of a volume worth its not inconsiderable weight 

in gold. The student, the expert, the shop assistant, and the customer alike will find 

within its pages all the information they could possibly need. By learning how 
jewellery is made, the client will more readily understand its qualities and its frailties 
in the realm of alterations. A correct application of the warning to the shopkeeper 
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against thieves would probably put an end to the heavy losses now being suffered. 
In ten years no fewer than six editions have been called for, and it is quite clear that the 
latest edition will take its place as a ‘must’ on the shelves of all who have an interest 
in this subject. (739-27) 


Decorative Arts 
DESIGNING FOR INDUSTRY. Some Aspects of the Product Designer’s 
Work. F. C. Ashford. Pitman, 27s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 232 pages. Illustrations 
(2 in colour). Diagrams. Tables. Bibliographies. Index. 
In spite of the increasing importance of good and attractive product-design, there are 
few books available to tell the newcomer how to approach the work of industrial 
designing. A director of an industrial design organisation, and a consultant designer 
in private practice, Mr. Ashford has filled the gap with this competent introduction 
to the subject. It deals with the aesthetic and utilitarian aspects of design, and especially 
stresses the right use of materials. Advice is also given on the drawing and modelling 
methods involved in producing a prototype. Each section of this book has useful 
bibliographies for further reading. (745-2) 


DESIGN IN’ BRITISH INDUSTRY. A _ Mid-Century Survey. 
Michael Farr. With a Foreword and Postscript by Nikolaus Pevsner. Cambridge 
University Press, 608. 1955. 25-5 cm. 370 pages. 88 Plates. Index. 

This substantial survey covers many aspects of industrial design but is chiefly concerned 

with the inter-relationships of designers, manufacturers and retailers in making and 

marketing ‘all the familiar things that we buy and use about the house’. The author 
maintains that the design of most of them could be improved, and his detailed 
researches and collection of data were made with a view to establishing an anatomy 
of design summing up the achievements and failures of the first half of the 2oth 
century. For this purpose the role of art schools in training designers and the function 
of the various design organisations in giving publicity to new designs are critically 
analysed in detail. The illustrations give additional point to the author’s observations. 
His book is the most thorough and searching examination of the subject which has 


yet appeared. (745-44) 


DESIGNING ON THE LOOM. Mary Kirby. Studio Publications, 18s. 
1955. 25°5 cm. 86 pages. 42 plates. Diagrams. (How To Do It Series) 
The author has charge of the weaving department of the Central School of Arts 
and Crafts in London. Her well-illustrated handbook clearly sets forth the principles of 
weaving and the variations on which all woven designs are based. Dealing with the 
techniques of setting out designs, and showing the different standard ways of achieving 
desired ends, it is essentially practical, but the results indicate that it is obviously 
based on a sound artistic foundation. All weavers, but particularly workers on the 
handloom, will find this book invaluable. (745-52) 


Painting 

THE TEACH YOURSELF HISTORY OF PAINTING. Vol. 9. 
The 19th Century. Based on the original work of H. Schmidt Degener and 
edited for English readers by William Gaunt. English Universities Press, 10s.6d. 
1955. 24°5cm. $2 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Bibliography. 

An encouraging introduction for the general reader to what is too often presented 
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as a daunting subject. As in any history of nineteenth-century painting, the main 
emphasis is on France; after an introductory mention of the classic, romantic and 
realist painters, the rise and progress of impressionism is treated in more detail, 
and the account succeeds in giving a clear picture of this complex school and in 
indicating the relations between its members. Painting in Holland, Britain, Germany 
and Switzerland are briefly treated, and there is a clear time chart. (759-05) 


THE TEACH YOURSELF HISTORY OF PAINTING. Vol. 8. 
The British School. Based on the original work of H. Schmidt Degener and 
edited for English readers by William Gaunt. English Universities Press, 10s.6d. 
1955. 24°§ cm. 52 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Bibliography. 

A concise and informative sketch for the general reader of the development of 

painting in England from Holbein to Blake, though remarkably little space is devoted 

to Constable. Enough information is given about foreign influences to make England’s 

relation to European painting intelligible. The simple time chart, together with a 

brief bibliography, indicates that the text is only an introduction to its subject, and 

points the way for further study. A second edition would be improved if the illustra- 
tions, which are of good quality, were numbered to make reference from the text 
easier. (759°2) 


JOHN PIPER. Paintings, Drawings and Theatre Designs, 1932-1954. 
Arranged and with an Introduction by S. John Woods. Faber, 88s. 1955. 
32cm. Numerous illustrations (some in colour). Bibliography. 

John Piper, a leading contemporary English artist, is well known as a painter, book 

illustrator, theatre designer and writer. A conspectus of his varied activities is 

sumptuously and sympathetically presented here by S. John Woods, himself a 

painter and designer, who has worked with Piper on many projects. His short 

introduction and a reprint of an important article by Piper comprise the text. The rest 
of the book consists of reproductions which give an excellent idea of the artist’s 
early abstract paintings, his topographical and landscape illustrations for which he 
is best known to the general public, and his more recent designs for the theatre and 
for stained glass. Three colour lithographs, specially drawn for this work, are notable 
features of this impressive corpus of Piper’s work over the last twenty years. (759°2) 


REMBRANDT. SICKERT. Anthony Bertram. Studio Publications, 3s. each. 
1955. 17°5 cm. 64 pages. 49:48 illustrations. Biographical notes. Bibliographical 
notes. Notes to the illustrations. Boards. (World’s Masters: New Series) 

Two further titles in a neatly produced series of booklets containing black-and-white 

reproductions, short introduction, biographical notes and bibliography for each 

artist represented. A feature of these inexpensive titles is the attractive covers designed 
by Arthur Hindley with heraldic motifs relating to the artist’s national school. 
(759°9492: 759°2) 

Photography 

THE BRITISH JOURNAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ALMANAC, 1955. 
Edited by Arthur J. Dalladay. Greenwood, 7s.6d. cloth; ss. boards. 1955. 19 cm. 
i pages. 32 photographs. Illustrations and diagrams in text. Tables. Glossary. 
Index. 

This ninety-sixth edition of the famous almanac contains a remarkable amount of 

authoritative commentary on the progress of photography. In addition to the usual 
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volume of information conveyed in tables, formulae, optical data and technical terms, 
there are thirty-two pages of gravure pictures of modern work by leading exhibitors, 
and a number of articles by experts, including H. Baines, Margaret Harker, Stanley 
W. Bowler, J. Scales-Manners, and Keith M. Hornsby. Sections covering the year's 
progress in colour photography, new apparatus and materials and information on 
textbooks are included. This year the editors write on ‘Scientific Research in Photo- 
graphy’. (770-5) 


COLOUR PORTRAITURE INDOORS AND OUTDOORS. 
W. J. Pilkington. Fountain Press, 7s.6d. 1955. 21°5 cm. 212 pages. 14 photographs 
(6 in colour). 3 diagrams in text. Paper covers. (Colourfacts, No. 4) 

Much of what Mr. Pilkington has said about pictorial photography in colour (see 

below) can be applied to this booklet. But since portraiture is a little more specialised 

and requires a different approach, the author deals more with technical considerations, 
such as equipment and studio work and special techniques, lighting arrangements, 
the use of coated flash-bulbs, camera perspective, choice of focal length of lens, and 

floods versus spotlights. (778-6) 


PICTORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY IN COLOUR. W. J. Pilkington. 
Fountain Press, 7s.6d. 1955. 21°$ cm. $2 pages. 8 plates in colour. Paper covers. 
(Colourfacts, No. 3) 

The author begins by comparing the man who uses the camera and the man who 

uses paint and maintains that while the mechanics are different for the two media 

they are equally controllable and depend upon the conscious intention of the worker 
in either medium. He then discusses composition and subject matter, problems of 
lighting, te hnique of colour pictorial photography, and assessing accurate exposure. 

A chapter has been devoted to comments on the colour plates contained in this very 

useful booklet. (778-6) 


Music 
A HANDBOOK OF PIANO PLAYING. Eric Hope. Dobson, 6s. 1955. 
19cm. 72 pages. 30 musical examples. Boards. (Student's Music Library) 

This clear and thoughtful little book is the fruit of hard-won experience by a player 
who has made a considerable name in England and abroad. Mr. Hope has much to 
say about the different techniques required by music of various periods. He pays 
close attention to niceties of touch and pedalling, and writes very sensibly of the 
purpose and method of practising. The book is so well written that aspiring pianists 
would do well to commit much of it to heart. (786-3) 


Ballet 


A PICTURE HISTORY OF BALLET. Arnold Haskell. Hulton Press, 
258. 1954. 28-5 cm. 26 pages of text. 558 illustrations. Index. (Hulton’s Picture 
Histories) 

A new series is inaugurated by this most excellent and perceptive survey, in which 

unusual material, briskly captioned, stimulates a vivid reconstruction of past and 

present styles and manners. Reproductions of drawings, prints, paintings, sculpture 
and photographs illustrate ballets, décors, costumes, programmes, theatres and 
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personal relics, portraits and caricatures of dancers on and off stage, and the cumulative 
effect brilliantly illustrates the developing continuity of the art. Incomparably the 
best volume of its kind. (792-8) 


Sports and Games 
SPORTING DAYS. J. P. W. Mallalieu. Phoenix House, 15s. 1955. 21 cm. 
190 pages. 15 photographs. 

A pleasant book of essays recalling some of the great sporting events of the past 
fifty years but more particularly those of the last few years. The author, a Yorkshire- 
man and Member of Parliament for a Yorkshire constituency, naturally has a bias 
towards sport in that county and the North of England, and football and cricket 
would appear to be his main interests. Nevertheless he is devoted to sport generally 
and these essays also include memories of athletics, billiards, boxing, rowing, racing and 
tennis, and provide a vivid picture of the whole British sporting scene. (796) 


AUSTRALIAN TEST JOURNAL. A Dvaary of the Test Matches, 
Australia v. England, 1954-55. John Arlott. Phoenix House, 9s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 
160 pages. 16 photographs. 


THE URN RETURNS. A Diary of the 1954-55 M.C.C. Tour of Australia. 
A. E. R. Gilligan. Deutsch, 12s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 208 pages. 16 photographs. 
Tables. Biographical notes. 

Following the successful tour of the English cricket team in Australia last winter, 

when the ‘Ashes’ were retained by England, many books on the games are promised 

by various publishers. These are two of the first to appear and both are written by 

well-known cricket commentators. Both are also in diary form, giving almost a 

day-by-day record. The first deals only with the five Test Matches, but the second 

describes the tour of Australia as a whole, including brief accounts of the games 
against State and Country teams as well as the Test Matches. Arlott’s book is perhaps 
the more critical, and his faculty for shrewd observation is much in evidence. 

Gilligan, an England Captain of thirty years ago, adopts a style more in keeping with 

popular journalism, but nevertheless he has provided an interesting account of the 

tour, interspersed with some personal reminiscences. (796-3) 


ATHLETICS. By Members of the Achilles Club. Edited by H. A. Meyer 
(Hugh Merrick). 3rd edition, revised. Dent, 15s. 1955. 20cm. 386 pages. 
130 photographs. Diagrams. Index. (Modern Sports) 

This latest edition of a standard work on track and field events contains contributions 

by twenty experts drawn from the ranks of a famous British athletic club. Every one 

has distinguished himself in the form of athletics on which he writes, including three 
great athletes of the present day, Roger Bannister, Chris Chataway and Chris 

Brasher. The latest developments in training and practice are described and all facts 

and figures have been brought up to date. (796-4) 


MOTOR CYCLING YEAR BOOK, 1955. Edited by R. A. B. Cook 
in association with the staff of ‘Motor Cycling’. Temple Press, 8s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
216 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. 


In this comprehensive review of the major sporting events in the world of motor- 
cycling over 200 pages and 125 photographs give an excellent résumé of racing 
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records and competitive successes during the 1954 motorcycling season. This 
publication will be of value for future references. The introduction of technical 
information not directly connected with the sport of motorcycling is to be regretted. 


(796-72) 


GAME SHOOTING. A Textbook on the Successful Use of the Modern 
Shot-gun. Robert Churchill. Michael Joseph, 42s. 1955. 26cm. 250 pages. 
Numerous photographs. Diagrams. Index. 

The author of Game Shooting brings to the subject vast experience and with it the 

gift of clarity. Firstly, we have a well-reasoned argument on the practice of shooting 

and all that goes to hitting—this with a wealth of practical hints and common sense. 

Each type of shooting is then discussed—wildfowl, pheasants and partridges, down 

to the humble rabbit. Thereafter much of interest as to guns and cartridges. Through- 

out the book emphasis is laid on safety in all the varied conditions in the field. An 
admirable book which must encourage the tyro and help even the most experienced 


shot. (799°2) 


LITERATURE 


THEORY OF LITERATURE. Rene Wellek and Austin Warren. 
Reprint. Cape, 25s. 1954. 23 cm. 414 pages. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 
Literature was once easy enough to define in relation to other forms of writing. 
But the growth of modern epistemology has steadily obscured this distinction. 
Is Frazer’s Golden Bough or Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams a work of literature? 
The authors here confine literature to writing in which the aesthetic function is 
dominant. They consider what are the elements of literary composition and the 
critical principles according to which literature can be judged. Their classification 
of literary genres and critical methods is lucid and persuasive: their final chapter on 
current academic teaching indicates a partiality for American methods which is more 
arguable. (801) 


DICTIONARY OF WORLD LITERARY TERMS. Criticism. Forms. 
Technique. Edited by John T. Shipley with the collaboration of 250 Scholars 
and Other Authorities. Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1955. 23 cm. 468 pages. 

A reference book of this kind has become more and more necessary now that the 

modern student is expected to absorb an ever increasing range of foreign literature, 

and as literary criticism itself proliferates in a far from orderly fashion. It is a pioneer 
work and inevitably there are elements of crudity and arbitrariness about some of 
the definitions. It is particularly useful in filling the gaps in the common reader’s 
knowledge of the scope and history of literary criticism in modern countries. So 
long as it is used as a starting point for research it should be of genuine value. (803) 


THE WRITERS’ AND ARTISTS’ YEAR’ BOOK, 19$5. 
A Directory for Writers, Artists, Playwrights, Writers for Film, Radio and 
Television, Photographers and Composers. 48th year of new issue. Black, 
7s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 404 pages. Indexes. 

This year book, which gives valuable information on publications, publishers, and 

societies and agencies, is divided into the following sections : Journals (including British, 

Commonwealth and American journals and magazines, and overseas newspapers); 

Publishers; Agencies and Societies; Prizes and Awards; Markets; and Reference. 
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Much miscellaneous information is included in this last section, on legal and 
commercial aspects of literary and artistic activities of all kinds, with hints on prepara- 
tion of manuscripts and reading and correcting proofs. Some articles have been 
revised in this issue: e.g. those on the Law of Libel; U.S. Copyright Law: and 
Serial Rights. (808-06) 


American Literature 
EZRA POUND’S MAUBERLEY. A Study in Composition. John J. Espey. 
Faber, 158. 1955. 22°5 cm. 140 pages. Index. 

One of the classic documents on the situation of the artist in the modern world is 
Pound’s Mauberley, a poem which has already received considerable attention, 
notably from T. S. Eliot, F. R. Leavis, and Hugh Kenner. In this helpful commentary 
John Espey uses ‘the traditional academic . . . attack . . . of textual collation, identifica- 
tion of sources, and historical method’. He establishes a satisfactory text, which is 
printed in full in an appendix, and distinguishes convincingly between the sections 
as referring to Pound himself, to Hugh Selwyn Mauberley, and to both together. 
The main part of the book is then devoted to a detailed examination of Pound’s 
sources: Gautier, Bion, Henry James, Corbiére, Laforgue, Remy de Gourmont. 
The demonstrations of the links with Gautier and Gourmont are particularly 
interesting since they have been largely neglected hitherto. (811-5) 


English Poetry 

THE MUTUAL FLAME. On Shakespeare’s ‘Sonnets’ and “The Phoenix 
and the Turtle’. G. Wilson Knight. Methuen, 18s. 1955. 22cm. 246 pages. 
Bibliography. Indexes. 

This study is primarily a work of interpretation rather than critical judgment. The 

author distinguishes the kinds of love poetry addressed to the Fair Youth and the 

Dark Lady and points out many parallels between Shakespeare’s conception of love 

here and in the plays. He is at his best in examining the meaning of the sonnets, 

where he points out many modern fallacies in interpreting Elizabethan language; in 

discussing the ideas lying behind the poems and in pursuing analogies in other 

poetry he is apt to stray far beyond clearly defined comparisons. (821-3) 


MATTHEW ARNOLD. Kenneth Allott. Longmans for the British Council, 
2s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 44 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

A competent survey of the essential features of Matthew Arnold’s work which gains 

point from the discussion of the connection of Arnold as a poet and as a literary 

and social critic. The author explains the duality of Arnold’s thought which made 
him a poet and a reformer; points out the ideals connecting the literary and the social 
criticism, and maintains that, by his example of serious critical responsibility, Arnold 
holds a place as a critic for today. This essay will clear up many difficulties for readers 
of Arnold. (821-8) 


THE SECOND SILENCE. Miriam Waddington. Ryerson Press (Toronto, 
Canada), $2°50. 1955. 21°§ cm. 62 pages. 


A collection of lyrics celebrating and exploring the common human experiences of 
childhood, love, marriage, and work. The author, a professional social worker, 
reveals an active and passionate interest in the individuals and society around her, 
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and draws from her experiences to produce poetry rich in feeling and insight. Although 
working in traditional poetic forms, the author’s feeling for the texture of words 
and her use of playful illuminating imagery create a highly individual and original 
style. (821-9C) 


English Drama 
SHAKESPEARE SURVEY 8. An Annual Survey of Shakespearean Study 
and Production. Edited by Allardyce Nicoll. Cambridge University Press, 18s. 
1955. 25cm. 180 pages. 14 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
The first article, by John Russell Brown, surveys “The Interpretation of Shakespeare’s 
Comedies, 1900-1953’, and in the last Richard David reviews important British 
productions of 1953-54 with special reference to those of All’s Well that Ends Well 
and A Midsummer Night's Dream. The comedies provide the main theme, with 
Nevill Coghill writing on Measure for Measure, Harold Jenkins on As You Like It, 
etc., Ludwig Borinski on “Shakespeare’s Comic Prose’ and Sir Barry Jackson on 
‘Producing the Comedies’. Tyrone Guthrie contributes an article on ‘Shakespeare at 
Stratford, Ontario’ (a remarkable experiment), and there are the usual International 
Notes, reviews of the year’s work in Shakespeare studies, etc. The Survey is now so 
firmly established that it hardly needs commendation. (822-3) 


STUDIES IN ELIZABETHAN DRAMA. Percy Simpson. Oxford 
University Press, 25s. 1955. 22°§ cm. 276 pages. Index. 
Dr. Simpson is among the most senior of modern Elizabethan scholars and this book 
is a collection of articles and lectures, most of which have appeared in learned journals. 
Some of these essays deal with the minutiae of scholarship, others, such as the study of 
Marlowe’s Faustus or the theme of revenge in Elizabethan tragedy, make a much 
more generalised approach than is customary nowadays; however, on the art of 
Ben Jonson, one of his favourite authors, he writes with rare authority. This is a book 
of great erudition lightly worn, but it could not be claimed that it is indispensable 
in this field. (822-3) 


A JiG FOR THE GYPSY. Robertson Davies. Clarke, Irwin (Toronto, Canada), 
$2-00. 1955. 21 cm. 108 pages. Frontispiece. 
This Welsh-descended Canadian playwright has written a readable, actable play 
dealing with gypsies, magic and politics. The scene is laid in a small Welsh market 
town during the elections of 1885 when a Gladstonian Liberal rides to victory on 
the loosely interpreted prophecy of a gypsy fortune-teller. It is a light-hearted play, 
but it casts a few sardonic glances at the frailties of human nature. The characters 
are strongly drawn and many of the lines sing with the Welsh rhythm. A Jig for the 
Gypsy was first produced at the Crest Theatre in Toronto in September, 1954, and 
later was produced in England by Tyrone Guthrie. (822-9C) 


MEN WITHOUT WIVES and Other Plays. H. Drake-Brockman. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 17s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
202 pages. 

Originally produced by Little Theatre groups in Sydney and Western Australia, 

the four plays in this volume are based on themes illustrating the dramatic intensity 

of aspects of Australian outback life. The title play, which won the drama prize in the 

1938 Sesquicentenary Celebration Literary Competition, evokes the loneliness and 

pioneering spirit of the men and women on the remote cattle stations of the Northern 
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Territory, while the other plays, set in Kalgoorlie and the northern coastal regions, 
are rich with vivid characterisation. The dialogue is well laced with pungent Australian 
idiom. (822-9A) 


SEPARATE TABLES. Two Plays. Terence Rattigan. Hamish Hamilton, 
8s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 120 pages. 2 plates. 
This volume contains the two plays Table by the Window and Table Number Seven 
which make up Rattigan’s latest “double bill’ now enjoying a pronounced success 
at the St. James’s Theatre, London. Separate Tables differs from his earlier Playbill 
in that these two plays form a sequence, both being set in the same seaside hotel, 
eighteen months apart, and both containing several of the same characters. In stature, 
neither play attains the heights of The Browning Version (which formed part of Playbill), 
and both are to some degree adroit rather than compelling. Yet the author, with 
real psychological insight and superb craftsmanship, creates in these two situations 
tragi-comedies that might have been enacted in real life. (822-9) 


English Essays 
A CENTURY OF ENGLISH ESSAYS: CAXTON-BELLOC. 
[Compiled by Ernest Rhys.] Dent, 6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 496 pages. Biographical 
notes. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 
Considerable freedom has been intentionally, and effectively, exercised in makin 
this selection of a hundred English essays. Many well-known essays have been included, 
as well as pieces of prose kindred to the essay form in revealing the interests and 
personality of the authors. The editor has achieved his aim of illustrating English 
life, manners and customs and revealing the country background. There is an excellent 
introduction discussing the qualities of the essay and indicating the development of 
this literary form as illustrated in the selection. Useful notes on the authors are added. 
This delightful volume should give literary entertainment to many readers. (824-08) 


English Satire 
SWIFT. J. Middleton Murry. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 
44 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 
Swift the enigma and paradox is the main theme of this brilliant sketch of the life 
and work of one of the greatest satirists in English literature. Swift is shown 
deliberately channelling his great genius not to achieve literary fame but to gain 
power. The author describes how Swift denied one side of his nature and social 
relationships to attain his ambition, and how far he was feared and hated by the 
great. The examination of the varying manifestations of Swift’s comic power, and 
the illustrations of the growth of his famous prose style are very illuminating. This 
essay is a valuable introduction for any reader who wants to know how to approach 
Swift’s work. (827-52) 


Icelandic Literature 


THE PROSE EDDA OF SNORRI STURLUSON. Tales from 
Norse Mythology. Selected and translated from the Icelandic by Jean I. Young. 
Introduction by Sigurdur Nordal. Bowes & Bowes, 10s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 
132 pages. Index. 

The present translation of ‘Snorri’s inimitable stories about the gods and heroes 


of the Northern peoples’ is aimed as much at the general reader as at the university 
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student, which is not the easiest of combinations to satisfy. Dr. Young has, however, 
succeeded admirably. The translation provides the student with an accurate rendering 
of the original and the general reader with some of the best in Northern story-telling, 
for it contains “The Deluding of Gylfi’ in its entirety and all the longer heroic tales 
in the Sk4ldskaparmdl. Both the student and the general reader will return, time and 
again, to Sigurdur Nordal’s outstanding introduction, which compresses a great deal 
of thought and factual information into remarkably short space. (839-6) 


Norwegian Literature 


THE MASTER BUILDER. Henrik Ibsen. A Translation from the 
Norwegian by Eva Le Gallienne, with a Prefatory Study. Faber, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
222 pages. 

Eva Le Gallienne, famous American actress and producer, is one of the great exponents 

of the character of Hilda Wangel in The Master Builder. Her preface to this new 

translation attempts no final answers to any of the questions the play poses but rather 
considers these questions afresh. With its close examination of the play and the 
characters, the preface provides the most useful acting edition a producer or an 
actor could want. The translation itself is in good contemporary dialogue within 
the reach of repertory companies, of which Eva Le Gallienne herself was a pioneer 
in her own country. (839-822) 


French Literature French Canadian Literature 


L’AME DE LA POEKSIE CANADIENNE FRANCAISE. Selected, 
edited and with biographical notes by Laure Riése. Macmillan (Toronto, Canada), 
cloth $350; paper covers $2°75. 1955. 22cm. 286 pages. 

The editor of this anthology aimed to stimulate the general public to read more 

French Canadian poetry, but in particular to provide a useful introduction for 

students. Her book seems to fulfil these purposes admirably, as it ranges through 

nearly a century, omitting the earliest period and the most recent. Many selections 
have been made from the works of that unhappy genius Emile Nelligan, whose 
poetry ceased at the beginning of the century though his life went on for another 
forty years, and from the contemporary poet Robert Choquette, including two 
passages from his latest book Suite Maritime. The editor’s introduction and notes 
are lively and fair on the whole, and as standard anthologies are now difficult to 
buy, this new volume is welcome. (841-08C) 


TIME REMEMBERED. Jean Anouilh. English version by Patricia Moyes. 
Methuen, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 82 pages. 
The English reader will find the closest affinity with Ring Round the Moon in this the 
latest Anouilh play to be translated and produced in London (in French it is the 
Léocadia from his Piéces Roses). The story is thin—a girl is persuaded by a crazy but 
most human duchess to impersonate a young man’s dead love—but why search for 
a plot when the author has created in this romantic fantasy a mood, an atmosphere, 
which transcends many a ‘straight play’ of the present time in its brilliant theatricality, 
and, of course, in entertainment. (842-9) 
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Italian Literature 


BANDELLO’S FICTION. An Examination of the Novelle. T. Gwynfor 
Griffith. Blackwell (Oxford), 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 156 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
(Modern Language Studies) 

Bandello is chiefly known in England as the author of a large number of Italian 

novels in which Elizabethan dramatists found a mine of material for their plots: 

this is the first English book to discuss the nature and the merits of the original 
stories. Dr. Griffith contends that, although Bandello drew freely on the current 
gossip of the day, he was no mere chronicler of scandalous anecdotes but possessed 
genuine gifts of narrative and characterisation. Bandello is worth reading on his 
own account, not merely as a source-book, and this study should encourage the 
reader with a little Italian to explore his fiction. (853-3) 


Classical Literature 


VOICES FROM THE PAST. A Classical Anthology for the Modern 
Reader. Compiled by James and Janet Maclean Todd. Phoenix House, 30s. 1955. 
22cm. $50 pages. 9 plates. 3 diagrams. Map. Glossary. Indexes. 

An ambitious and praiseworthy attempt to present in English a complete panorama 

of Greek and Latin prose and verse literature. The selection extending from Homer 

to Boethius is in chronological order, and while the taste is naturally personal the 
range is comprehensive. Most of our classic translators such as North, Pope and 

Dryden are included; the choice of contemporary versions, however, seems more 

open to criticism, since, although many well-known names are represented, there 

is some distinctly academic work and a high proportion of pieces by the editors. 

Nevertheless the book should give genuine pleasure to lovers of the classics. (880-8) 


THE POLITICAL PLAYS OF EURIPIDES. G. Zuntz. Manchester 
University Press (Manchester), 18s. 1955. 22cm. 170 pages. Indexes. 

The plays discussed are the Heraclidae and the Supplices, which Dr. Zuntz dates in 
430 B.C. and 424 B.C. respectively. His main argument, conducted with much 
success, is against the fashionable tendency to see in these and other plays of Euripides 
references to contemporary events. While thus defending the dramatic unity of the 
plays and Euripides’ artistic discretion and sincerity, he recognises in individual plays 
a tone and temper harmonising with the circumstances of a given period. 
This criterion bears favourably upon the dating suggested primarily by metrical 
considerations. The book merits the attention of all serious students of Greek drama. 

(882) 


THE ODYSSEY OF HOMER. Translated from the Greek by T. E. Shaw 
(Lawrence of Arabia). Introduction by Sir Maurice Bowra. Oxford University 
Press, 6s. 1955. 15°$ cm. 460 pages. Headpiece illustrations. (World’s Classics) 

Lawrence was evidently one of those writers who are genuinely benefited by the 

discipline of translation. In his prose Odyssey there is much of the vigour and richness 

of style and little of the stilted quality of his other books. He has a deep feeling for 
the heroic age of Greece, and his own knowledge of many different manual skills 
makes him extraordinarily adept at describing the details of the Homeric world. 

He succeeds remarkably in communicating the power and suspense of the narrative 

and so far as Homer can be rendered in prose his must be ranked with the best 

versions in English. (883-1) 
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SAPPHO AND ALCAEUS. An Introduction to the Study of Ancient 
Lesbian Poetry. Denys Page. Oxford University Press, 42s. 1955. 23 cm. 350 pages. 
Indexes. 

The publication of this ‘Introduction’ coincides appropriately with that of the 
Poetarum Lesbiorum Fragmenta edited by Professor Page and Mr. Lobel. The present 
volume contains selected texts of Sappho and Alcaeus, including recently discovered 
fragments, with translations, detailed commentarics on meaning, language, and 
reconstruction, and essays on interpretation. These passages are used as material for 
wide discussion of the nature of Lesbian lyric poetry, of the mentality and aims of 
its exponents, and of the elusive evidence provided concerning their lives and 
contemporary events. The author has his feet firmly planted on the bits of solid 
ground that his texts provide and is unsympathetic towards the phantasies in which 
eminent critics have indulged. His triumph is that, nevertheless, he brings the poets 
to life, without undue demands on the reader’s credulity. A book of rare value to 
students of Greek poetry. (884) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


Geography Travel Description 

PORTRAIT OF CAMBRIDGE. A _ Selection of Photographs by 
A. F. Kersting, with text by Bryan Little. Batsford, 25s. 1955. 30°5 cm. 96 pages. 
99 photographs. Sketch map. Index. 

Cambridge is now ‘perhaps the only true University town in England’, and this 

Se consists of carefully chosen and composed photographs of its best 
uildings, by a leading architectural photographer, with useful historical notes by the 

author of standard works on Cheltenham and Bristol. It will appeal to Cambridge 

men, past and present, to tourists as a souvenir of their visit, and indeed to anybody 

interested in Britain’s architectural heritage. Such beautiful photographs, however, 

deserve reproduction of even better quality than this. (914-2) 


SURVEY OF LONDON. Vol. 25. St. George’s Fields. Ida Darlington for the 
London County Council. London County Council, 40s. 1955. 29°5 cm. 150 pages. 
92 plates. Illustrations in the text. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

The twenty-fifth volume in this authoritative and splendidly executed work deals 

with the crowded, but historically interesting, district between the Old Kent Road 

and Kennington, much of which was agricultural land until the early nineteenth 
century. Although various plans were put forward and Robert Mylne, the architect, 
had been employed in the 1760's to open up the fields by wide straight roads, most 
attempts to control development were frustrated and the area was soon engulfed in 
an ocean of mean and narrow streets. The book is fully illustrated with photographs, 
plans, and reproductions of old prints and drawings. An appendix gives the buildings 
of architectural and historical interest in the borough of Southwark listed under 
the Town and Country Planning Act of 1947. (914:21) 


COUNTRY LIFE PICTURE BOOK OF WALES. Country Life, 
12s.6d. 1955. 29 cm. $9 plates. Map. 

An attractive collection of pictures that concentrates upon the rural scene. Here are 

the mountains, valleys, lakes, castles, churches and villages of Wales, photographed 

by leading photographers and forcefully bringing home to the viewer the beauty 

and variety of the Welsh landscape. (914:29) 
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FABULOUS SPAIN. James Reynolds. Hale, 21s. 1955. 24cm. 336 pages. 
Numerous illustrations (including endpapers in colour) by the author. 
A handsomely produced travel book describing a journey from Barcelona to Cadiz, 
and then back across the heart of Spain. Written by an artist with a keen eye for 
colour and beauty, and profusely and charmingly illustrated, it introduces people 
as well as places, Spanish food and wine as well as history and geography. It is too 
large a volume and too discursive in style to be carried as a guide book, but never- 
theless should please the armchair traveller, or the general reader who is looking 
forward to a trip to Spain. (9146) 


QATABAN AND SHEBA. Exploring Ancient Kingdoms on the Biblical 
Spice Routes of Arabia. Wendell Phillips. Gollancz, 21s. 1955. 20 cm. 336 pages. 
78 photographs. 5 diagrams. 3 sketch maps (2 in colour). Notes on illustrations. 
Index. 

This book is first and foremost a most readable account of an unusual subject. While 

illuminating an ancient past, it is at the same time enlightening on contemporary 

Arabia. The author briskly describes archaeological work on the buried sites of the 

trading centres which controlled the frankincense routes from the coasts of the 

Arabian Sea northwards to the Mediterranean. His account of the technique of 

excavation with the latest equipment is astonishing. The results have greatly enlarged 

our knowledge of Arabian history from the eighth century B.C. to the sixth century 

A.D. Strangely, he seems to have failed to understand why high-powered expeditions 

of this type might not necessarily be welcomed by conservative, secluded communities. 

The book has an unexpected climax when the party beat a hurried retreat from the 

Yemen, abandoning a quarter of a million dollars’ worth of equipment. The illustra- 

tions are both numerous and varied. (915°3) 


THE WATERLESS MOON. Elizabeth Balneaves. Lutterworth Press, 15s. 
1955. 22cm. 176 pages. 27 photographs by Ronald Ziar and the author. 
Drawings in text. I map. 

Politics do not intrude in the telling of these absorbing and colourful experiences 

of a two-year visit to West Pakistan. The author, who worked as a nurse in the 

North West Frontier Province and then took on the interim post of Principal of the 

Arts and Crafts Department of the Punjab University and who was for a time editor 

of the Pakistan Review, writes of the middle classes and peasantry with an understanding 

and intimate knowledge of the national character only possible to a European who, 
speaking Urdu and Pushtu, has shared their living conditions and whose insatiable 
appetite for adventure led her to brave dangers and discomforts which few women 

would care for. (915-47) 


INTO THE BLUE. The Lake Tana Expedition, 1953. Lionel Ferguson. 
Collins, 16s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 256 pages. 27 photographs. 2 maps in text. Endpaper 
map. 

In 1953, five Cambridge undergraduates organised an expedition to Ethiopia, in 

order to do field work in the Lake Tana area. They travelled by car for economy. 

Owing to delays and breakdowns, the field work was severely curtailed, in fact 

very nearly eliminated, for their stay on the shores of the lake barely lasted a fortnight. 

This ill luck, however, has in no way spoilt the leader’s narrative. His account of the 

journey by car through North Africa from Tangier to Suez, and thence by boat 
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to Massawa, and of the intensive work they were able to accomplish in Ethiopia 
is exhilarating and full of interest. The author has a fresh, unhackneyed outlook, an 
eye for significant detail, and a sense of humour which is not overdone. —_ (916-3) 


TRIAL BY SASSWOOD. Esther Warner. Gollancz, 15s. 1955. 22cm. 
254 pages. 
Africa is both the setting and the subject of this illuminating, funny and remarkably 
well written book. The author, an American, went to Liberia to collect animals. 
Comma, a native boy sent with money to buy a chimpanzee, came back empty- 
handed and with an unlikely tale. To prove his innocence of theft he offered to suffer 
‘trial by sasswood’, that is, by ordeal; but this had to be undergone at his native 
village and his mistress, as an unwilling accuser, had to be there too. The journey 
through the jungle and the ultimate ordeal are excitingly described: even more 
exciting is the journey that we make into the African mentality itself. In the corner 
of literature labelled ‘Africa’ this book will probably become a classic. (916-66) 


INTRODUCING EAST AFRICA. Mona Macmillan. 2nd edition, revised. 
Faber, 15s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 314 pages. Map. Index. 
This is only slightly changed from the earlier edition, notably by the addition of a 
new introduction, and by the rewriting of sundry pages to include subsequent 
events. It is a most useful introduction to the problems of the three territories of 
East Africa, written with keen observation and a wide background of knowledge. 
The author is the wife of Professor Macmillan, expert on colonial problems and 
author of Africa Emergent, whom she accompanied on several extended tours of 
East Africa. (916-76) 


A WAYFARER IN CENTRAL AMERICA. Tord Wallstrém. 
Translated from the Swedish by M. A. Michael. Barker, 16s. 1955. 22 cm. 
192 pages. 32 photographs. Endpaper maps. 

The author is a Swedish journalist who has travelled extensively through the Central 

American republics—sometimes with official recognition, sometimes the hard way— 

and has written down objectively whatever attracted his interest. It is a little difficult 

at times to keep pace with his journeyings, but the effort is worth while. He brings 
out forcefully the contrasts between indigenous poverty and the efficiently run 

American organisations, the struggles between crippling bureaucracy and usually 

ineffective political idealism, the essential kindliness of the average Central American, 

and the impressive natural background. He has condensed many experiences and 
mucn information into these pages, but, apart from occasional lapses into senti- 
mentality and attempts at fine writing, his book is very readable and entertaining. 


(917-28) 


TOWARDS TAHITI. W. I. B. Crealock. Peter Davies, 15s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
264 pages. 33 photographs. 2 diagrams and 7 maps in text. 
The author’s first book, Vagabonding Under Sail, described adventures mainly in 
the Caribbean and America, sailing and working ashore. In his new venture his 
vessel is the Brixham trawler Arthur Rogers, a steady sea boat in which he visited the 
Galapagos and other Pacific islands, including the Marquesas and Tahiti, from which 
he sailed (no doubt to new adventures), early in 1953. Mr. Crealock observes well 
and writes clearly. Both his books give pleasure; and the appendix to Towards Tahiti 
includes useful notes on rigs, navigation and island anchorages. (919) 


1066 





— -= we ne rR 


ee i ee 


— .. 


es 





Biography 
THE MEMOIRS OF CATHERINE THE GREAT. Edited by 
Dominique Maroger. Translated from the French by Moura Budberg. 
Introduction by G. P. Gooch. Hamish Hamilton, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 400 pages. 
5 plates. Index. 
This English translation of the French manuscript left by Catherine the Great for 
the private information of her son Paul after her death conforms in the main to the 
text published by Herzen in London in 1859. The account of Catherine’s childhood 
and early years, however, is a good deal fuller than that given in Herzen and 
presumably derives from some other version. The book has an introduction by 
Dr. G. P. Gooch, one of the foremost British experts on European history and the 
author of a recent book of essays on Catherine. The memoirs are followed by 
translations of various “Thoughts and Letters’ including Catherine’s description 
of the last days of the Empress Elizabeth, some of her correspondence with her 
favourites and a number of autobiographical fragments. (92) 


ATOMS IN THE FAMILY. My Life with Enrico Fermi, Designer of 
the First Atomic Pile. Laura Fermi. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 284 pages. 
21 photographs. 

Enrico Fermi’s untimely death in November 1954 adds a poignant interest to this 

biography by his wife. The reader will not find a detailed scientific account of the 

work which led to his Nobel prize and to his acceptance as one of this century’s 
greatest physicists, but the author gives sufficient explanation to allow the non- 
scientist to appreciate something of the work on atomic fission, leading up to the 
atomic pile and the bomb. Mrs. Fermi has given us an absorbing personal narrative 
about a lovable character—a very human scientist. She recaptures for us the 
enthusiasm of the school of young physicists round Fermi in Rome, the anxieties 
of flight from Fascist Italy, and the strange life of secrecy while Fermi was playing 
a leading part in the ‘Manhattan Project’. (92) 


JOHN FREE. From Bristol to Rome in the Fifteenth Century. R. J. Mitchell. 

Longmans, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 170 pages. 12 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
The subject of this short biography was a young Bristol scholar, one of the earliest 
humanists in Britain, who, after graduating at Oxford, pursued his studies at Ferrara, 
Padua and finally Rome. Though he died at the early age of thirty-five, he was among 
the first Englishmen who attained sufficient skill as a Latinist to meet Italian scholars 
as their equal. His story is attractively written, and presents a very interesting picture 
of the life of learning in the middle of the fifteenth century, when the revival of 
classical studies was reaching its height. (92) 


WILHELM FURTWANGLER. A Biography. Curt Riess. Translated 
from the German by Margaret Goldsmith. Muller, 15s. 1955. 20-5 cm. 
240 pages. Index. 

One of the stormiest post-war controversies in the world of music centred on this 

great German conductor, who was accused of placing his art at the service of Hitler. 

Though ultimately denazified in 1946, he had much difficulty in re-establishing his 

good name. More than three-quarters of this evocative book describes German 

musical life in the period from 1930 to 1945, and brings evidence to show that 

Furtwingler actively assisted persecuted Jews and sometimes defied the Nazis, 
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though bound to conduct as bidden. He appears asa well-intentioned but unstable man 

lacking in foresight and savoir faire. The case against him is certainly weakened by 

this biography, which is important enough to deserve more detailed documentation 
is given. (92) 


THE APPRENTICESHIP OF ERNEST HEMINGWAY. 
Charles A. Fenton. Vision Press and Peter Owen, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 314 pages. 
Notes. Index. 

A detailed and well-documented study, based on a Yale doctoral thesis, of 

Hemingway’s journalistic apprenticeship from 1916 to 1923, when he abandoned 

his career as a newspaperman and devoted himself to creative writing. He worked 

mainly for the Toronto Daily Star and Star Weekly in these years, much of the time 
as foreign correspondent in France (where he also came under the influence of 

Gertrude Stein), Italy, Spain, Germany, Switzerland, and Asia Minor. The style is 

rather pedestrian but anyone interested in Hemingway’s development should read 

this book. There is liberal quotation from Hemingway’s articles and reports. (92) 


GERTRUDE LAWRENCE AS ‘MRS. A.’ An Intimate Biography 
of the Great Star. Richard Stoddard Aldrich. Odhams Press, 18s. 1955. 23 cm. 
352 pages. 29 photographs. 

The American husband of one of the most scintillating stars in the British and 

American theatre has written a candid account of their twelve years of married life 

together, which ended abruptly with her untimely death while she was starring in 

the musical play The King and I in New York. Something of her earlier history and 
much of her work in the theatre naturally come into the story, but their domestic life 
together is the chief concern of the author, who is a theatrical producer in America. 

His book is, above all, an intimate ‘off-stage’ study of an actress of great charm which 

reveals facets of her personality hitherto known to few. (92) 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN. The Prairie Years and The War Years. 
Carl Sandburg. Cape, 45s. 1955. 24:5 cm. 776 pages. Numerous illustrations. 
2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Of the numerous biographers of American statesmen writing in recent times none 
has had as hero so great a character as Abraham Lincoln, while few can compare with 
Mr. Sandburg for attention to minute detail, careful scholarship, and a mastery of his 
subject gained by a lifetime of enthusiastic study. His full-scale biography appeared 
in six large volumes, tracing the life story of the President through his early years 
on the prairie down to the final tragedy, which plunged a continent in mourning. 
Now, nearly fifteen years after the completion of this monumental achievement, 
Mr. Sandburg has compressed the essentials of this moving story into one very large 
volume. It is a new book, taking into account the fresh material and results of research 
appearing during the last thirty years. It is likely to be a classic for some time, and 
deserves a place in every well-equipped library. (92) 


BAVARIAN FANTASY. The Story of Ludwig II. Desmond Chapman- 
Huston. Edited by Osyth Leeston. Murray, 25s. 1955. 22cm. 332 pages. 
16 illustrations. Index. 


There have been many popular accounts of this monarch by writers who saw in him 
tempting material for historical romance: and highly coloured fiction they have 
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made of him! Most of them are valueless to the serious student. This book is different. 
Its author spent years in studying the Wittelsback archives, where he was allowed 
access to diaries, memoranda, and letters to and from King Ludwig, preserved in the 
secret House Archives, many of which were later destroyed when the Munich 
Residenz was bombed in 1941. This is a wholly new interpretation of the king, with 
copious extracts from his own writings. Much here will be valued by historians, while 
Wagner enthusiasts will be interested in the account of the king’s relations with the 
musician. The author did not live to complete his work, which has been carefully 
edited by Mr. Leeston. (92) 


THE MEASURE OF MY DAYS. Sarah Gertrude Millin, Faber, 21s. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 394 pages. 
This autobiographical work by the distinguished novelist, biographer of Cecil Rhodes 
and Jan Smuts, and well-informed writer on South African affairs will greatly interest 
the student of Union politics since the First World War. Confidante of Smuts and 
Jan Hofmeyr, and friend of Chaim Weizmann’s, she has much of importance to say 
regarding the colour problem and anti-semitism in South Africa, and she studied at 
close quarters the emergence of the State of Israel. Mrs. Millin has a brilliantly 
staccato literary style, but her outlook on life and death, perhaps conditioned by her 
lifelong insomnia, is one of unalleviated pessimism. The book is, above all, a memorial 
to her Jewish husband, a senior judge of the Supreme Court of South Africa, who 
died while she was writing it. (92) 


THOMAS MITCHELL: Surveyor-General and Explorer. J. H. L. Cumpston. 
Oxford University Press (Melbourne, Australia, and London), 30s. 1954. 22°5 cm. 
286 pages. 21 illustrations. 5 portraits. 12 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

As Surveyor-General of New South Wales from 1827 to 1852, Sir Thomas Mitchell 

was responsible for the survey of the territory, the valuation and disposal of Crown 

lands, exploration of the interior, and the construction and maintenance of roads and 
bridges. In his well-documented biography, the author has analysed the relations 
between the ambitious and quarrelsome Mitchell, on the one hand, and the successive 
governors and colonial officials in London on the other, and in doing so has evaluated 
his contribution to the development of the colony in his official capacity. Despite his 
arrogant manner and indifferent surveying, Mitchell emerges as a remarkable 
personality in the early history of New South Wales. (92) 


PIUS XII. The Life and Work of a Great Pope. Pierre Pfister. Translated 

from the French. Thames & Hudson, 25s. 1955. 26 cm. 160 pages. 83 photographs. 
This book on Rome and the pontificate of Pius XII is intended to illustrate and 
expound Catholic liturgical ceremonies and festivals. Its chief value rests in the 
excellent plates, which depict the varied functions of the Pope and which include 
the Sistine Chapel, the papal crowning (1939), papal mass, and audiences of prelates, 
diplomats, princes and pilgrims of all nationalities. The text gives a colourful account 
of the papacy; the author is Canon at the Lateran. (92) 


LETTERS TO FRAU GUDI NOLKE during his life in Switzerland. 
Rainer Maria Rilke. Edited with an Epilogue and Notes by Paul Obermiiller. 
Translated from the German by Violet M. MacDonald. Hogarth Press, 12s.6d. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 136 pages. 2 plates. Notes. Index. 

It remains a puzzle how Rilke’s desire for isolation, which was a genuine poetic need, 
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is to be reconciled with his vast outpouring of letters, but the study of his correspond- 
ence is essential as a guide to his personality in relation to his poetry. These letters to a 
middle-aged widow with three children, written between 1919 and 1924, combine 
trivialities with self-revelation, and we see Rilke in search of hospitality, preferably 
in a castle, on condition that his hosts leave him alone. The editor has appended over 
forty pages of notes which provide in most useful detail the background to the forty- 
six letters. (92) 


ROSSINI. A Study in Tragi-Comedy. Francis Toye. 2nd edition. Barker, 
16s. 1955. 22cm. 288 pages. 4 plates. Index. 
This is a welcome re-issue, with a new preface, of a biography first published in 1934. 
After twenty years, it reads as well as ever, and the passing of time has vindicated 
many of Mr. Toye’s prophecies and judgments. For the re-discovery of Rossini’s 
neglected music—so uneven but at its best so delectable—still goes on slowly. Although 
these pages describe brilliantly the spirit of the age in which Rossini lived and worked, 
the qualities of the music are treated rather cursorily. But enough is said to stimulate 
the reader to study it for himself, and to listen to all the performances he can. (92) 


CLIFTON LODGE. Ethel, Lady Thomson. Hutchinson, 15s. 1955. 22cm. 
212 pages. 22 illustrations. Genealogical table. Index. 


The author’s straightforward account of her childhood at Clifton Lodge, York, 
gives an interesting picture of life behind the scenes—i.e. in the nursery, schoolroom 
and servants’ quarters—of a well-to-do provincial household at the end of the 19th 
century. The regime for the children was austere and strict to the point of cruelty, 
but the three girls and their brother enjoyed idyllic holidays in Northumberland and 
Oxfordshire with their grandparents, whose portraits—-one grandmother was 
Lady-in-Waiting to the Princess of Wales—are affectionately drawn. (92) 


AUTOBIOGRAPHIES. W. B. Yeats. 2nd edition, enlarged. Macmillan, 21s. 
1955. 23. cm. 600 pages. 8 plates. Notes. Index. 
Brought together here are all Yeats’s formal autobiographical writings: previously 
this title included only the story of his youth and The Trembling of the Veil. The 
new material carries us both forward and back in his life; much of it recounts the 
bitter political and personal conflicts in which he was involved through the founding 
of the Abbey Theatre, and there is an urbane reminiscence of his visit to Sweden to 
receive the Nobel Prize. In these recollections the sense of exact details or chronology 
is constantly suspended. Yeats describes his world through dreams, intuitions, ideas 
and the voices of friends. There are many memorable portraits—Shaw, Moore, 
Synge, Lady Gregory—and the prose is formal and dramatic in its impact, seldom 
really intimate. There is little here for the historian to grasp, yet it will take rank as 
one of the great imaginative autobiographies in English. (92) 


KELLY’S HANDBOOK TO THE TITLED, LANDED AND 
OFFICIAL CLASSES, 1955. 81st annual edition. Kelly's Directories, 80s. 
19$§. 21°5 cm. 2,340 pages. Indexes. 

This book gives in one alphabetical list all those who have a definite position from 

hereditary rank; from a title or Order; as a Member of Parliament; as members of 
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the higher grades of the diplomatic, naval, military, air, clerical, legal, colonial or 
civil services; as Deputy-Lieutenants and justices of the peace; as landed proprietors; 
as distinguished dramatic, literary and artistic personalities; and as leading members 
of the British commercial world. Particulars are given of the Royal Family, and 
there are Tables of General Precedence, and lists of names of British Ministers abroad, 
and of Foreign Ministers in Britain. Two lists of Members of the House of Commons 
give Members under their names and under their constituencies. (920) 


World War II 


THE FIRST AND THE LAST. The German Fighter Force in World 
War Il. Adolf Galland. Translated from the German by Mervyn Savill. Methuen, 
18s. 1955. 22cm. 380 pages. 42 photographs. 5 maps and charts. Index. 

The author of this important history of the Luftwaffe during the Spanish Civil War 

and World War II served in practically every rank of the Air Force until he became 

general in charge of all fighters at the early age of 29. He is therefore well qualified 
to tell the inside story of the German Air Force during those grim and hectic years. 

And we have here an authoritative account of the fierce battle waged by Galland’s 

fighter squadrons and the tactics employed in their attempts to defeat the British 

and American day and night raiders. Of especial interest is Galland’s account of the 
escape from Brest of the battleships Scharnhorst, Gneisenau and Prinz Eugen. He also 
relates the difficulties met with in his dealings with Hitler and Goering who continually 
interfered, usually detrimentally, with plans for aircraft design, production and also 
fighter tactics. (940°544) 


WHERE BLEED THE MANY. George Dunning. Elek Books, 16s. 1955. 
23cm. 256 pages. 9 photographs. 2 maps. 

Although the bibliography of World War II has almost too many stories of prison- 

camps and escape, this one by Lance-Corporal Dunning fully deserves its place. 

Captured by the Germans in 1940, he was brutally treated by the Gestapo but Enally 

succeeded in escaping at his fifth attempt. He then spent nearly a year with partisans 


‘fighting against Germans and Fascists behind the lines in Italy, displaying the courage, 


initiative and cheerfulness that characterises the British soldier. The book is extremely 
well written and vividly portrays the thrills, sufferings and hazards of a man determined 
to regain his freedom. The later award of the Distinguished Conduct Medal was 
richly deserved. (940°$47) 


THEY HAVE THEIR EXITS. Airey Neave. Reprint. Pan Books, 2s. 
1955. 18cm. 222 pages. 4 maps and diagrams. Paper covers. 
The author, a barrister and Member of Parliament, was captured by the Germans 
at Calais in 1940. He escaped, was recaptured and sent to Colditz Castle, but from 
this reputedly ‘escape-proof’ fortress he succeeded in escaping and made an exciting 
journey home via France and Spain. He writes well and has a definite sense of humour. 
After the war he became an official of the International Military Tribunal at Nurem- 
berg, and he describes some of his interesting experiences there when he came into 
contact with the leading Nazi war criminals. (940-547) 
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Britain 


THE STORY OF CANTERBURY. E. F. Lincoln, Staples Press, 12s.6d. 
1955. 20°$§cm. 160 pages. 25 photographs. Index. 


THE STORY OF WINCHESTER. Norman Wymer. Staples Press, 10s.6d. 
1955. 20°$ cm. 120 pages. 14 photographs. Index. 
The Story of Canterbury is a plain straightforward history of the ecclesiastical metropolis 
of England, with due emphasis on its enormous medieval importance and not 
forgetting an account of the grievous bomb damage of the Second World War 
and the progress of reconstruction. The Story of Winchester, on the other hand, apart 
from a brief history of England’s first capital city, is much more of a guide-book, 
with detailed descriptions of the Cathedral, of the College, prototype of all public 
schools, and of St. Cross, oldest and most beautifu' of almshouses, besides notes on 
other interesting old buildings in Winchester ana even on villages of historical 
importance in the vicinity. Both books in this new series are good of their kind, 
but it is perhaps a little surprising that the treatment should differ to such an extent. 
For the visitor the method adopted in the Winchester book would seem to be 
preferable. (942) 


THE LORD PROTECTOR. Religion and Politics in the Life of Oliver 
Cromwell. Robert S. Paul. Lutterworth Press, 35s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 438 pages. 
Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 

Although full account is given of all the features of Cromwell's life and career, and 

the incidents of the Civil War, the author is particularly concerned with showing the 

importance of the religious environment of the 17th century in shaping contemporary 
eaomg and religious thought. He explains how Cromwell came to regard religious 
iberty ‘for all species of Protestants’ as the central issue of the war. His successes 
vindicated his ‘Convictions’ that he was merely an Instrument of Providence, and, 
as need for leadership made his personal rule inevitable, he became a ‘dictator’ to 
prevent the desire of all sects for persecution from destroying the religious liberty 
he had fought for. The book is admirably documented and should claim the attention 
of all historical students. (942-062) 


France 


THE CRECY WAR. A Military History of the Hundred Years War 
from 1337 to the Peace of Bretigny, 1360. Alfred H. Burne. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
30s. 1955. 22cm. 366 pages. 3 plates. 18 sketch maps. Index. 

This study of the military history of the first phase of the Hundred Years War 

(1337-1630)—here called the Crecy War—has a coherent theme, the struggle carried 

on for twenty-one years by one dominant personality for one over-riding purpose, 

the extirpation of the. root cause of Anglo-French enmity, the homage due from 

English kings for their feudal dominions. From the military point of view the war 

was a contest between mounted and dismounted troops, between missile and personal 

weapons, with the emergence of a third arm in the artillery. The book is written 
for non-specialist readers, who may go further by studying technical problems 
discussed in adequate bibliographical appendices. (944°02) 

India 


A HISTORY OF INDIA. J. C. Powell-Price. Nelson, 42s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 
696 pages. 86 illustrations. 25 maps. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


This book, the work of a former officer of the Indian Educational Service, tells in 
simple language the history of India from the earliest times to the outbreak of the 
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Second World War. Unlike many earlier works of its kind it gives due weight to 
Indian social life, art, and literature, and is not a mere chronicle of battles and revolts. 
It will be found useful as a general outline, though it shows little fresh insight. There 
are a few solecisms and typographical errors, especially in the section dealing with 
pre-Muslim India. The book is very well produced and illustrated, and the maps 
are particularly good. (954) 


United States of America 
THE UNITED STATES. From Wilderness to World Power. Ralph Volney 
Harlow. Revised edition. Cape, sos. 1955. 24cm. 912 pages. 28 illustrations. 
23 maps (1 in colour). Bibliography. Index. 
First published in America in 1949 and now issued in an English edition, this is a 
general history designed to provide the essential material for a one-year college course 
in the history of the United States. It gives a brief and clear account of most of the 
important developments during a period of three and a half centuries, from the 
founding of the English colonies in North America to the result of the Presidential 
election in 1952. For those wishing to use it as a basis for serious study of American 
history there are admirable suggestions for further reading. Many will find it 
invaluable as a guide to the history of the American nation. (973) 


FICTION 


COLD WAR IN HELL. Harry Blamires. Longmans, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
208 pages. 

This is an imaginative work in the tradition of Charles Williams and C. S. Lewis. 
It seems that modern writers of fiction are giving back to the reader what the liberal 
theologians tried to take away from him—the vision of hell and also the fear of it. 
Mr. Blamires writes a straightforward narrative which can be read at several levels. 
What the percipient reader will notice is that hell, as here represented, is not unlike 
life as we know it. Perhaps the key sentence is: ‘I tremble with apprehension of what 
might transpire were the Celestial Powers to show their hand on Earth.’ 


RUSSIAN ROULETTE. Anthony Bloomfield. Hogarth Press, 128.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 252 pages. 

The chief character, an unattractive adolescent clerk in an unattractive northern 
seaside town, is increasingly possessed by an anxiety complex which at one level is 
created, at another merely precipitated, by the threat of arrest for a sordid murder 
which he has not committed but for which he feels responsible; and the whole process 
is watched greedily by a thwarted and demoralised older man who tries to live 
vicariously through it. It is all very like Graham Greene and at first the reader may 
be irritated by the similarity; he will also be reminded of Sartre. But reading on he 
will realise that Russian Roulette is not in any derogatory sense imitative and that 
Mr. Bloomfield’s rather surprising rehabilitation of angst and its décor (younger writers 
have on the whole moved away from such preoccupations) is justified by his own 
particular requirements in this interesting and promising first novel. 


NOT HONOUR MORE. Joyce Cary. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 
224 pages. 

The concluding volume of the trilogy which Prisoner of Grace began and Except the 

Lord continued. Nina and her first husband, Lord Nimmo the politician, were 
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the narrators in the previous volumes; in Not Honour More the story, covering the 
turbulent period of the General Strike in Britain in 1926, is told by the third figure 
in the triangle, Captain Jim Latter, Nina’s second husband, in the form of a statement 
to the police explaining in vivid and impulsive ‘telegramese’—exactly suited to his 
character—that he had to kill her, though still loving her, because her public and 
private morals had been hopelessly corrupted by the great and venerated Nimmo, 
now unmasked as the worst of scoundrels. In Lovelace’s words: ‘I could not love thee, 
dear, so much, loved I not honour more’. This is one of Mr. Cary’s most vigorous 
novels, the sustained bravura of the Latter impersonation recalling The Horse’s Mouth. 


THE FIGURE IN THE MIST. Elizabeth Coxhead. Collins, 10s.6d. 1955. 
20cm. 256 pages. 

Professor Ogilvy and his wife and small son spend their summer holidays on the 
Isle of Arran and one year Agnes, a bright outspoken London student, joins them to 
help them with the housework. Agnes is captivated by the unspoilt beauty of the 
island and the Professor delights in her evident enjoyment of mountain climbing as 
well as in her keen intellectual curiosity. This leads to trouble with Mrs. Ogilvy and 
Agnes’s departure from Arran, but not before she has come to realise that human 
jealously and misunderstanding are transitory afflictions when seen from the lonel 

peaks of mountain ranges. Atmosphere and emotion are both sensitively aaa 


THE MOUNTAIN AND THE MOLEHILL. Honor Croome. Chatto & 
Windus, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 222 pages. 

Style, characterisation, and plot of this tightly constructed story contribute to the 
creation of an intense atmosphere suited to the rarefied mountain air in which the 
events take place. A spartan girls’ school high up in the Swiss Alps is the scene of a 
dramatic interchange of emotional experiences between the headmistress Marie 
Boissier, dedicated to her calling, and a girl whose mother had once been Marie’s 
companion. The bewilderment of the child faced with emotional demands beyond 
its comprehension sharply contrasts with the misery of the aging woman in need 
of a loving disciple. Mrs. Croome’s novel resembles in outline an Alpine crag which, 
while challenging and exciting the imagination, imposes its own measure of 
discomfort. 


CHILDREN OF THE VOID. William Dexter. Peter Owen, 10s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 196 pages. 

In this novel of the future an atomic explosion on another planet, engineered by a 
non-human form of life, upsets the balance of the Solar system; Earth is threatened 
with destruction and Children of the Void tells how this emergency is dealt with. 
Whatever his qualifications as a prophet or a scientist, William Dexter knows how 
to produce a thrill without the aid of either sex or sadism; and, what is even stranger, 
a sense of something like humility. 


VANQUISH THE ANGEL. Diana and Meir Gillon. Constable, 13s.6d. 
1955. I9 cm. 336 pages. 

The state of Israel has been in existence for a mere seven years; it is therefore too early 

yet to expect the great novel which must one day be written about Israel’s painful 

birth and emergence as a state in its own right. The present novel gives a good account 
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of the events leading up to the end of the British Mandate and of the hectic atmosphere 
in Jerusalem before, during and after the Arab-Israel war. The authors show 
commendable objectivity and restraint in dealing with the unhappy tri r 
relationship between Briton, Jew and Arab. Always readable, ‘Vanquish the Angel’ 
is an excellent primer for the casual student of Israeli affairs. 


THE DARKNESS. Evan John. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 212 pages. 
The purpose of this novel is to give to the Crucifixion and its sequel an intelligible 
factual setting. The author, who died in 1953, brings to his aid experiences in historical 
research, scientific psychology and personal contact with the machinery of modern 
government. Through the medium of reports of Jewish and Roman agents, private 
letters and extracts from cross-examinations at the Sanhedrin, we are provided with 
a skilful and credible pattern of the dark tyranny and moral obliquity of the 
contemporary official mind represented by Pilate, Herod and the Jewish religious 
leaders. Against this background, the light shone two thousand years ago. 


THE RED PETTICOAT and Other Stories. Bryan MacMahon. Macmillan, 
12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 224 pages. 

This collection of nineteen stories, all with an Irish background, covers so large a 
variety of emotions that no reader can fail to find at least a few that appeal to his 
tastes. They are distinctly surrealist in that they combine meticulous precision of 
technique with bewildering illusiveness of theme. Their idiom, though strange at 
first, soon develops a most compelling fascination. They mostly deal with situations 
and frames of mind, rarely with action of any kind; but within their limits they are 
all beautifully constructed, and most of them have a haunting quality that defies 
description. 


A PICNIC AT SAKKARA. P. H. Newby. Cape, 12s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
240 pages. 

P. H. Newby’s latest novel is set in Egypt, in which country he was at one time a 
lecturer in English literature. It is an entertaining story about the conflict of private 
and public loyalties in the friendship between Edgar Perry, who teaches English 
literature in a Cairo university, and Muawiya Khaslat, one of his pupils and a member 
of the Moslem Brotherhood, who on one occasion rescues him (qua Edgar Perry) 
from a dangerous mob of striking students and on another tries to shoot him (qua 
representative of the occupying power). The time is late in 1946. The archetype for 
this kind of novel is E. M. Forster’s Passage to India, and A Picnic at Sakkara is an 
accomplished specimen of the genre. 


A MAN IN HIS PRIME. Gilbert Phelps. Barker, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
2$4 pages. 

William Corrie, ‘a man in his prime’, is beset by the problems of middle age and 
seeks a formula which will reconcile the real with the impossible. This leads him to 
relate and analyse his emotional conflicts, his business problems, his relationships with 
his wife and children, with Gaenor his secretary, with Miranda the American girl 
whom he meets in London, with George his partner, and with Hippisley, the sordid 
school-friend with whom he visits Paris. He concludes that life becomes richer as it 
seems more difficult. Mr Phelps handles an original and absorbing theme with 
imaginative insight and delicacy. 
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MELILOT. A Tale. Naomi Royde Smith. Hale, 10s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 
318 pages. 

As secretary to a distinguished novelist, Melilot, fresh from a commercial college, 
comes in close contact with the literary and artistic world of London and falls in love 
with a poet-dramatist. The story develops in an unhurried, leisurely way until the 
arrival of the funfair in Battersea Park drives the novelist from his home. The charac- 
ters, among whom the old-world butler deserves special mention, have the vitality 
one expects from Naomi Royde Smith’s + asorteu seieg and her humour and power 
of observation are as keen and lively as ever. 


TUNE FOR AN ELEPHANT. Elio Vittorini. Translated from the Italian 

by Eric Mosbacher. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 10s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 98 pages. 
A long short story which presents in a brief compass a most moving picture of life 
in a large, mostly unemployed Italian household. The issues are of the most elementary 
—the grinding struggle for existence, the resentment between the productive and the 
idle members of the family, and as the central theme the gradual approach to death 
of the grandfather. The book’s most impressive quality is found in its dialogue, 
simple, poignant and immediately recognisable as authentic. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


THE YELLOW TURBAN. Charlotte Jay. Collins, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
256 pages. 
Events springing from the disappearance of Roy Finlay, a scientist-cum-archaecologist, 
sent by big business interests on a secret mission to Pakistan, make up this story of 
violent death and intrigue narrated by William Brooke, Roy’s friend from 
Cambridge days, who has been sent to find him. Post-Partition Karachi is the setting 
of two-thirds of the book, which perhaps gives the best description, and one dictated 
by affection, that has so far been written of this eight-year-old capital of eighty million 
people, with its rash of new buildings and refugee encampments spreading out into 
the desert and its uneasy compromise between Muslim and western ways of life. 


SCALES OF JUSTICE. Ngaio Marsh. Collins, 10s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 
256 pages. Endpaper drawings. 

Ngaio Marsh chooses an English village for the setting of her latest, and thoroughly 
enjoyable, detective story. Chief Inspector Alleyn, familiar to Ngaio Marsh addicts, 
is called to investigate the murder of a popular member of the wealthier classes found 
dead beside the river with a fabulous trout, which all the anglers were after, beside 
him. The author has a shrewd eye not only for character but for the social niceties of 
village life, not to mention the attraction of the country scene. She is thoroughly in 
command of all the details of her plot; the solution will take most people by surprise, 
though it could be arrived at by a process of elimination. 


THE CHINESE BED MYSTERIES. A. E. Martin. Reinhardt, 9s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 206 pages. 

An Australian thriller, set against the background of a freak-show in a Queensland 

town. A Fat Man, a Strong Man, a Bearded Lady and a Tattooed Lady are a few of 

the suspects in a murder mystery which centres round a Chinese bed. As a thriller 

it is well above the average: the peculiar frustrations, loyalties and jealousies of the 
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freaks and the showmen are vividly conveyed, there is plenty of action, the language 
is laconic and exact. Unlike many books by Australians this one lacks, for better or 
for worse, any marked local flavour; the writer's style and point of view are partly 
personal, partly international, but not often distinctively Australian. 


Reprints 


JANE EYRE. An Autobiography. Charlotte Bronté. Introduction by 


Janet Adam Smith. Reprint. Macdonald, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. $38 pages. 8 plates 

and illustrations in text by Lynton Lamb. Bibliography. (Macdonald IIlustrated 

Classics) 
A new, illustrated, edition of Charlotte Bronté’s romantic story of a young governess 
who falls in love with her employer, is parted from him in painful circumstances and 
is finally reunited with him. Into this story Charlotte Bronté put much of herself 
and her own experiences, and the novel is endlessly fascinating for the light it throws 
upon the author’s personality, as Janet Adam Smith reminds us in her discerning 
appreciation of the novel’s qualities. 


WUTHERING HEIGHTS. Emily Bronté. Introduction by Daphne du 
Maurier. Reprint. Macdonald, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 398 pages. 7 plates in colour 
and illustrations in text by W. Stein. Bibliography. (Macdonald Illustrated Classics) 

A well-printed, illustrated, edition of Emily Bronté’s extraordinary tale of two lovers 

parted by circumstance and later by death. It contains Charlotte Bronté’s biographical 

notice and preface to the 1850 edition which she edited, but the present edition follows 
the text of the first edition of 1847. Daphne du Maurier’s introduction considers the 

Brontés as a family and discusses the importance of the dream worlds which they 

created together in childhood and carried into their adult years and which influenced 

their published work. 


LORD JIM. A Tale. Joseph Conrad. Reprint. Nelson, ss. 1955. 16cm. 

416 pages. Note on author and list of works. (Nelson Classics) 
Lord Jim, which was first published in 1900, was the earliest novel by Conrad to attain 
a wide public. It has remained his most popular work. It is a story in two very distinct 
parts. The first describes how ‘Lord Jim’, an officer of the mercantile marine, joins 
his fellow officers in abandoning a pilgrim ship which they believe, erroneously, to 
be sinking—there are no boats for the pilgrims. The second part is a moving account 
of ‘Lord Jim’s’ self-redemption, and of his death after ruling a remote community with 
skill and justice. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
THE ADVENTURE OF THE BLUE ADMIRAL. Dorothy Clewes. 
Collins, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 192 pages. Endpaper sketch map. 

The theft of a worthless picture belonging to an elderly, impoverished recluse intrigues 
the children of a police inspector who take the matter into their own hands. The trail 
leads them to a barge on the River Thames near Greenwich and to the recovery. of 
the picture, which yields up a secret that brings happiness and relief to more than one. 
Children of 10-14 will enjoy following this enterprising family in their search. 
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THE HOUSE ON THE SHORE. Eilis Dillon. Faber, 10s.6d. 1955. 
20-5 cm. 216 pages. Illustrations by Richard Kennedy. 


For a boy to find his uncle living in fear in a house in a tree is a good start to any 
story. Young Jim O’Malley, sent to join his uncle in the village of Cloghanmore, not 
far from Galway in Ireland, learns that the whole village hates his uncle for stealing 
their savings from them. How he saves his uncle from the men’s revenge, with the 
aid of another boy and the stalwart village women, and at the same time foils the 
designs of a villainous pirate with an eye on his uncle’s gold, makes excellent reading 
for the twelve-year-olds and over. The Irish fishing village and its inhabitants are 
well drawn and the landscape described with an observant and affectionate eye. 


THE SATURDAYS. THE FOUR-STOREY MISTAKE. 
Elizabeth Enright. Heinemann, 8s.6d. each. 1955. 20°5cm. 180:184 pages. 
Illustrations, including endpaper drawings, by the author. 

The Melendy family—two boys and two girls ranging in age from six to thirteen— 

are the chief characters in these two wholly delightful stories. In the first they are 

living in New York, and pool the pocket money they receive each Saturday so that 
each of them can spend it on one really good spree. Excitements are not lacking: 

they include escape from suffocation by coal gas, a fire, and a wonderful holiday in a 

lighthouse. In the second, they have moved, with some reluctance, into a house in 

the country, but soon come to the conclusion that living in the country has its 

compensations, there is so much to observe and enjoy. The author obviously has a 

true understanding of and liking for children. The Melendys are wholly real; 

everything about them has an authentic ring, and to children of 10-14 their adventures 
will bring genuine pleasure. 


THE LOST SILVER OF LANGDON. Winifred Finlay. Harrap, 7s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 190 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 1 map. 

Judie, Paul and Richard Norton set out on a walking tour from Blanchland on the 
Durham-Northumberland boundary over the lonely moors to Teesdale. Hiking 
across the wild, high fell country, scarred with disused lead mines, the children 
encounter some inexplicable characters, among them Bud, a young American poet, 
whom they meet again later at a youth hostel. They find themselves involved in the 
story of the Borland family quarrel and some lost silver bars and help towards a happy 
solution when all the mysterious persons and happenings are explained. Exciting and 
well told, this is a story for boys and girls of twelve to sixteen. 


POMEROY’S POSTSCRIPT. Mary Fit. Nelson, 8s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 
240 pages. Illustrations by Peggy Fortnum. 

Marguerite Parker joins her twin brother, Pomeroy, in the country house of a wealthy 
woman who is thinking of adopting them. But there is obviously something wrong 
about the whole arrangement, and their unease increases when a tutor who is obviously 
a guard is attached to them. With the aid of an owlish friend with detective proclivities, 
they succeed in solving the mystery of why they are there and of their origins. 
Mary Fitt is well known as a writer of mystery novels, and this story for young 
readers of 11-15 will keep them intrigued from first to last. 
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DESIGNING FOR INDUSTRY 


By F. C. Ashford, M.S.L.A. This practical book, 
by a consultant designer, presents a clear, reliable 
icture of the whole field of product design. 


Illustrated. 27/6 net 


STAGE LIGHTING 


By Frederick Bentham. A Second Edition of a 
widely-used, up-to-date book on the most modern 
and effective methods of stage lighting. Profusely 
illustrated. 37/6 net 


ELEMENTARY QUANTITY SURVEYING 


By Sidney Ralphs, A.R.LC.S., A.LAS. An 
important study which deals with the complete 
preparation of a Bill of Quantities. ag oe 

- net 


WORKING DRAWINGS FOR EMBROIDERY 


By Gladys Windsor Fry. The author of the 
popular ““ Embroidery and Needlework ” has now 
produced a book of drawings of practical designs 
of value to embroiderers who delight in evolving 
their own patterns. 15/- net 
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If Caxton had 
founded B.N.B.! 


How smooth would be the path of 
librarians, booksellers, and informa- 
tion-seekers in every field, if B.N.B. 
had been published continuously 
since books were first published in 
England! If today there existed five- 
year, ten-year, fifty-year, hundred- 
year Cumulations. If to trace all the 
books published on a particular 
subject in what is now Great Britain 
required only a few minutes’ work! 


Impossible, of course. Complete, 
subject-classified national  bibli- 
ographies are a recent product, and 
B.N.B. was not even the first to start. 
But this makes it all the more im- 
portant that you should not delay 
YOUR start. Some of the earlier 
issues are already hard to come by, 
and each year their value increases. 
Take out a subscription now. It will 
bring you a weekly record of all new 
British books, expertly classified, so 
that a glance shows you what is new 
on any subject, and the precise 
speciality of each book. It will bring 
you Quarterly and Annual Cumula- 
tions, to which a Five-Year Index 
will shortly be added, giving you 
complete bibliographies on any 
subject for any period from 1950 
onwards. 


Public and university libraries in 
Great Britain regard B.N.B. as 
essential equipment. It is equally 
essential wherever there is a demand 
for British books. 


The 
British National 
Bibliography 
Weekly Lists . . . F 
Quarterly Cumula- 
tions . . . Annual 


Volume . .. Five- 
Year Index. 





Sole distributors: 
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Two important new books 


Irom the ILIFFE list 


Reeently Published 
YACHT RACING 


A Textbook of the Sport 
5th Edition 
By G. Sambrooke Sturgess 


The recognised authority on the 
interpretation of the International 
Yacht Racing Union and the Royal 
Yachting Association Rules. The 
“bible” on racing law for helmsmen 


Forthcoming 


PROGRESS 
IN CARGO HANDLING 


Papers read at the Conference of 
International Cargo Handling Co- 
ordination Association, Naples 1954. 
A unique book of permanent interest 
to all concerned in any way with the 
administration, operation, construction 
and maintenance of ports, and to those 


and sailing committees the world 
over. 98” < 6” 440 pp. 337 
Illustrations. 63s. net 


who use them. Contains 23 
papers. 9}” x 6” 344pp. 50s. net. 
(Ready June) 
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The Later Plantagenets 
1307-1485 


by V. H. H. GREEN, M.A., B.D., F.R.Hist.S. 


Just published. This book covers the period of the Hundred 
Years’ War and the Wars of the Roses and gives a clear account 
of the working out of the tensions between the English Crown 
and the territorial magnates through the XIVth and XVth 


centuries. 20s. net 


The Principles and Practice of 
Surgical Nursing 
by D. F. ELLISON NASH, F.R.C.S 


An outstanding new textbook describing the fundamental 
principles of surgery and the practical nursing methods which 
the student and modern trained nurse must know. 30s, net 
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First Interview 
witha Psychiatrist 


CHARLES BERG 


A well-known author and Harley Street 
psychoanalyst expounds his main thesis 
—namely that our conscious preoccupa- 
tions, thoughts and behaviour are merely 
the products or “symptoms” of a 


process that is going on within us of 


which we are totally unconscious. 
About \5s. 


A History of 
Switzerland 


CHARLES GILLIARD 


In Switzerland people of three races, 
two religions and four languages live 
peaceably side by side. The evolution 
of this model pacifist Confederation is a 
story of extraordinary fascination and is 
told in this concise history, admirably 
suited for the general reader. 

5 maps. About 9s. 6d. 


Writing for 
Television 
SIR BASIL BARTLETT 


Authors all over the world are concerned 
with the new problems set by television. 

hat is wanted? What sort of writing? 
In what form? How are programmes 
planned? How are plays produced? 
What happens in a studio? No one can 
better answer these questions than 
Sir Basil Bartlett, until recently Drama 
Script Supervisor for the B.B.C. Tele- 
vision Service. 7s. 6d. 


Men with 
Golden Hands 


E. H. G. LUTZ 


A book of surgical miracles. The 
author has reconstructed fifteen actual 
operations in the very circumstances in 
which they took place. The reader is 
given a second-by-second description 
of what takes place and is drawn to an 
incredible extent into the spirit of the 
action. About 15s. 


Theory of 
Economic Growth 


W. ARTHUR LEWIS 


An authoritative survey of the causes of 
economic growth, its effects and the 
means by which it may be stimulated 
in the under-developed countries. The 
author has had much practical experi- 
ence on these problems, having served on 
field investigations in the West Indies, 
West Africa and South East Asia. 
About 30s. 


To Whom 
She Will 


R. PRAWER JHABVALA 


To Whom She Will might be described 
as a social comedy, taking place in pres- 
ent-day New Delhi, a wholly Indian city 
now that British rule has ended. It tells 
the story of a well-bred Indian girl who 
falls in love with a young man of different 
social class. Told with penetration and 
humour. About 12s. 6d. 
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